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O be juſt to wy Promiſe; I fall 
now fſatisfie you 2s to the Point 
about the Uſe and. Worſhip of 

Images, 'by.” giving you ſuch Hiſtorical 

Obſervations as will fally- ſhew the No- 

zelty of thoſe practices which we blame 

the Church of Rome for. 

-- Concerning this Point there were. of 

of Old, Two great:Controverfies. The laft 

whereof was between Chriſtians . them- 
ſelves: It began about the time of Gre- 
gory the Great , and ſucceeded that Ter- | 
rible Feud abour' the Primacy , wherein 


Gregory hunſelt was a fierce Adyerſary, as 
I ſhewd 


TY 


I fhew'd you in Fa bat faithful Account I 
or 


FR DAG in my mcLetter concerning 
c 
dn IS! Ik $  -88F4] about 
=p ha for feveral Apes before, mas 
ly noms 1; 0A and 
/-3 27d ow when you ſhall rightly 
—_— a tanfider the nature of 
T Kg lies, you wall pxcſent- 
obficcty that the Old Catholick 
Dn Ls fer agamit all 
Image Worſhip, and = the Wo of 
3t into the Church was a Plaur and = 
enitiablc Jenopation. p Us ix 
'For the clearing! of thus. chrrcfors 1 
thall 1. Begin with the conſideration of 
the &i:f Conttoverſie: berween the Chri- 
flians'andHtavhens, land thew.you,by ute 
deniable- evidence) from 'marer of fact; 
that the Primitive Church did ncither 
Worfbip, nor To tnuch as Uſe any Images. 
2 Then F-tlllpo.onco the Serond Con- 
troverſie, and ſhew-you, how the Uſe of 
Images was introduced, how. it was Oppo- 
fed by - Publick Authority, and how 
natloity the-Catholick Fathers did for 
_ two hundred years together gy 
| the 


oe Bt 
the abonuanation,. 'when ſome-men pro- | 
ones from Uſing 'to- the' Worſbipping pf- | 
ges. And then in the third, 
er ” oulider the allegations: _— 
by the Author of the' Nabes 7; "flew that 
=_ beguile you into an evil practice; 
y pretending 1t.Was a- Carhalick practicg 
p p 1 Primitive AgES. A 
1, To begin —_ the Firſt Controvey- 
fie between the Chriſtians and Heathens 
about. Images. This Controverfie com 
 menced when Chriſtiapity began to ſpread 
among the Gentiles," and laſted to' the 
times of Zulian the Apoſtate, to be ſures 
that is, for above:threc hundred years: to- 
gether. Now in this Controverlie, Three 
things are very obfervable. : x; Thatthe 
Heathens 0bjefed this againſt the Chr 
ſtians as one of their Crimes, : that they 
would have nothing: to do:with Images. 4s 
thenagoras1n Ins Apology, which he wrote 
about the- year 170. takes notice of this 
Accufation, and ſhews the.unreaſonable- 
neſs of it, Becauſe there is ſuch a vaſt di- 
flance between God and Matter, whether it 
be Stone, -.or Wood, or Gold and Silver. 
In like manner, Prigen. tells us, how C ye 
: B 2 tne 
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Origen. contra | 


Celf. pag. 373 
bib. 7: 


the Pager” objected this} amorig othet 


things, againſt 'the'Chriſtians, that they 
would not endure the ſight of any Tmages, 
and that they contemn'd and reproacht T- 
'mapes.” For which reafon Celſus compa- 
red the Chriſtians with the Scythians and 
other. Barbaroas and Trreligious people, that 
uſed neither Images" nor- Altars;\ ner - Tem- 
ples. T ſhall citeno more Authorities out 
of Tertallian, Arnobius, and others to this 
Purpoſe, - becauſe-the thing is fo ycty'no- 
torious, Now had'the Primitive Chriſtians 
ufed or allowed: of any Images, what 
Grow could there haye been for this 
charge? and how eafily/might the Chri- 
ſans -have'anſwered; ' that indeed they 
had no Images of ' Heathen (Deities, but 
yet they had the Pictures of Chriſt,and his 
Apoſtles, and*other perſons -that- were of 
their Religion? + This\would have been 
Tare ſport for their Adverfaries; a rnoſt 
pleafant Theme, | eſpecially: for ſuch wit- 
Ty men as Celſus, Porphyry A and Falian, 
t0. haye expoſed the Chriſtians -as:the 
molt Senſeleſs and Ridiculous people in 


.the World. But I challenge any man 
to ſhew- out of any - Wriuangs, 


whe- 
ther 


T5) 
ther Heathen or Eccleſiaſtical , that 
g&yer any of the Prinutive Chriſtians uſed 
fuch:a kind of Plea.” Nay, it is very 
obſcrvable ,: Secondly, that they own'd 
the Accuſation, and ftood upon their De- 
fence, by ſhewing the great Reaſons and 
Neceſſity they had to have nothing to do 
with any Images. SoClemens Alexandrinus chum. ahrcant, 
acknowledg'd in the name of his fellow gimme... 
Chriſtians, that with them there was no ſen- 
fuble Image made of any ſenſible matter: no, 
they had only one Idea,that was the Object of 
their minds and wnderflandings, namely the 
true God alone» And in anſwer to Celſus 
his Objection, Origen ſaid, that tho' other ,,,. ,4;;,, 
People deſpiſed Images, as well as Jews and 14 375: 
Chriſtfans, yet 1t was upon different 
Grounds. and Reaſons. We Chriſtians (faith 
he,) have nothing to do with them, becauſe of 
Gods Law, Thoa ſhalt not make to thyſelf any 
Graven Image; GC." and again , thou ſhalt 
IWorſhip the Lord thy God, and him only 
ſhalt thcu ſerve £ And many other commands 
there be, which keep us from uſing Altars , 
or Images; So that we will rather Die, then 
contaminate our ſelves with them; Canany 
thing be plaincr than theſe a -- 
tnat 
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.. waa 
that Images were not uſed inthe Church 
in thoſe days? The ſame thing is own'd 
by ſeveral other ancient Writers in-thar 
Apologies for the Chriſtian Religion 2 
They all juftifed the Church for refrain- 
ing from the uſe of Images. 

3. Nay, one thing more 1s obſervable 
out of that Controverſiec 3- that the Chrt- 
ſtians did not only juſtifie themſelves for 

their not uſing Images, but they condem- 
| ned the Heathens for uſing them, altho' 
| they did not look upon them as Deztres, 
but adored their Deities by them, and 
Worſhipt the Images themſelves onely 
for their Relation-ſake to thoſe Deities , 
and that by them they might direct cheir 
Worſhip to the Deities themſelves. This 
I intreat you to obſerve ( and 'tis very 
well worth your obſeryation) that what- 
eycr notions ſome of the ſottiſh Valgar 
might have of Images, yet the more 1n». 
E | relligent ſort among the Heathens did 
i not reckon them to be Gozs. Some (of the 
| ante» Pagans)athrm,faith Athenagoras,that Images 
p.t7. Amod. gre but Images, and that thoſe Beings are 
6. p. 198. theGods, ro whom thoſe Images are Dedi- 
cated. Sothe Heathens 1n Arnobius plead- 


ed 
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pf pb 
ed; That no part of Mankind was ſo feolifbly 
blind, as to reckon things of Silver, Braſs , 
Gold, &&c. in the Number of the Gods, or 
to believe that ſuch things had in themſelves 
any Divinity. No, ſaid they, you Chriſti- 
ans are miſtaken if you think fo of us ; For 
we do not believe that figures made of Braſs, 

or of any'other matter, are in themſelves 


Gods, or venerable Deities. Therefore ſaid Origen, contra 


Celſus, if the Chriflians deſpiſe Images for 3 
this reaſon, becauſe Stone, or Wood, or 
Braſs, or Gold, formed by fuch cr ſuch a 
one, is a God, this is Ridiculous wiſe- 
dome ; for who but an errant fool believes 
theſe things to be Gods, and not Images de- 


dicated to- the Gods ? No, ſaid Fulian the 3ymns. $41; 


Apoſtate, we do not take Images to be God's, 
but only Symbols of the preſence of the Gods. 
Maximus Tyrius 1n his 38th. Diſcourſe, 
treats purpoſcly of this matter, and ſhews 
that Images are quite Different things 
from the Divine Nature ; things Dedica- 
ted only tothe Divine Nature : And the 
reaſon of 1t, he ſaith, was this ; becauſe 
Mankind were conſcious to themſelves 
of their great diſtance from the Divine 
Nature, as much as Earth is diſtant from 
x | RET. 2 


(3) 


Heaven ; therefore they thought it proper 
for them, to erect Images and Repreſen- 
tations, that ſhould bear the Name and 
Honour of the Gods: \ 

2. You will ask perhaps; why then did 
the Heathens Worſhip them 2 Why, this 
is the Second thing I would intreat you 
to note carefully ; that they did not 7er- 
minate their Worſhip in the Images, but 
Worſhipt their Deities by them, and di- 
rected their Worſhip through them, ho- 
nouring the Images themſelves for their 
Dedication and Relation-ſake to thoſe Der 
ties. I think nothing can be clearer to 
you than this, if you conſult che Authors 
and places which I have now cited. The 
 Heathens affirm, faith Athenagoras, that 
their Prayers, Services, and Sacrifices are 
offered unto the' Gods, and are made and 
belong unto the Gods, to whom the Images 
are Dedicated, We do not think Images 
to be Gods, but through them we Wor- 
ſhip the Deity ; becauſe we being in the 
body, -ought to perform our Worſhip 
agreeably. So the Heathens in Arnobius 


ſaid ; Deos per Simulachra weneramur ; we - 


Worſhip the. Gods by thoſe Images and 
| Repre- 


Repreſentations: Per tramites quoſdam't 
per quadam fidei commiſ/a ſumiunt, atque atti- 
piunt cultiones ; the Gods, fay they, re- 
ceive our Services by 'theſe Oblique ways; 
'not- direAly, as if they were tendred-t6 
them immediately, and in a ſtrait line 
(Heavenward ) but ſomewhat about as 
it were, by and through thoſe Images, which 
were Symbols of the Deines, -as\ the-Schve | 
liaft interprets that paſſage 1n Arnobius 


out off Hotoman, To which I ſhall add], 


out of St. Aſtin, what the Heatheti ſaid 

in excuſe of his Worſhipping an Image: 

T do not Worſhip this viſible thing, but the u, we num 
Deity which inviſibly dwells in it. ' And on fed men 
again, by a bodily Repreſentation I behold Alier habit 
the Symbol of that which 1 ought 'to Wor! anwaem e- 
ſhip. In like manner the Heathens faid um 
in Lafantins, that they did not Worſhip, Seas s 
or reverence the Images, but the Gods; 74113 ns 
whoſe Repreſentations they were, and to wn joſe (fi 
whoſe Names they are Conſecrated. And memurſel eve 
: : ed quorum ima= 
in the next Chapter Ladfantins ſharply: gin j24, & 
reprchends Cicero, for. being guilty Of pug 
{elf of Image Worſhip, when he'knew $7,484: 
and confeſt the Vanity of 1t; For Cices !-2.c9. 2. 
ro tells us, that Superſtition was one _ Cie. d nat 
whi 


| H 

which brought in the Worſhipping of Images, 
that people might believe theyWorſhipped the 
god, themſelves,when they ador d theirImages. 
\. Here then you-may eaſily fee the true 
nature of that Controverſic 'between the 
Primitive Chriſtians, and thoſe Heathens 
who underſtood thar Religion better 
than-ſome athers did. It was-not about a 
falſe Opinion, as if they believed the Images 
to be Deities ( for this they utterly de- 
nied ) but about their manner of Service, 
| Þecaule they gave Religious Worſhip: to 
Images, bcheving ithat fuch Worſhip did 
paſs to the thing whereof the Image was 
a Symbol, and in which:their Worſhip did 
ulumately . Terminate, So that the In- 
tcllzgent Heathen 3s -miſrepreſented:, when 
hes deſcribed as one that worſhipt Stocks 
and Stones as Gods. The Heathen truly 
repreſented is one, that thought it a ſenſleſs 
and. Ridiculous thing t0,adore Images for 
Deities; but yet thought it fit for him to 100k 
upon them, 0 keep in his mind the Memory 
of the things repreſented by them , to love, 
 honour,and reſpeil the Images themſelves, for 
the. ſake of thoſe they repreſented ; nay, ta 
vexerate, and Worſbip them too but yet ſupp0- 
ſing 


COW 

ſing all this while,that fſuthVeneration,whether 
by Kneeling, Praying, lifting up the Eyes, offer- 
ing Sacrifice, &<c. was not at all done for the 
Image, but did wholly paſs to the things repre- 
fented which he intended to honour by theſe a- 
Aions,becauſe the honour that was exhibited to 
the Image,he believed was referred tothe Pro- 
totype which was repreſented by it. 

I pray now obſerve. In the manage- 
ment of this Controverſie, the Fathers of 
the Chriſtian Church ſuppoſed, that the 
Learned Heathens ſpake their yery 
thoughts, and were willing to believe the 
beſt of them, Bur yet the Diſpute was 
very Hot : for ſtill they taxed the ſobereſt 
Heathens with all imaginable Severity ; 
they proved the- Unlawfulneſs of their 
Practices, though their Opinions werenot 
that Images were Deities, nor were wor- 
ſhipped for themſelyes : They confuted 
them by ſuch Arguments as would have 
held ftrong againſt them , though the 
Opinion of them all, as to that Point had 
been ſound, and though all of them had 
. worſhipe the True God himſelf, by, and 
through an Image : And by the invinci- 
ble force of thoſe. Arguments they art 
2 ca, 


= crores mend 
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fied themſelves: for xot 'doing fo; \'Thus 


£9.27 faith Origen againſt Celſus ; Chriftians and 


Th. 8. þ. 389. 


Tews cannot endure to worſhip the Divine Be- 
ing after that manner : Though the Scythians 
and Perſians do not do it no more than we , yet 
we cannot endure to do it for different Rea- 
ſons, Why ? What were the Chriſtians 
Reaſons? Becauſe ( ſaith he) this 3s to 
bower, to debaſe, to pull down the Worſhip of 
God, when 'tis beſtowed after this manney 
upon any ſuch matter (as an Image,) and 
becauſe this way of Worſhip is utterly againſt 
the Law, Thou ſhalt not make to thy ſelf an 


| Trage, &Cc. 1t 18 for theſe reaſons, that we 


had rather die, than defile our Faith by ſuch 
impieties. And elſewhere he faith, The I- 
mages that are fit for God, are not fuch as are 
formedby the hands of an Artificer , but thoſe 
that are wrought in us by the Word of God ; 
Viz. thoſe wertues whereby we tmitate him 
who 3s his firſt born , the great Exemplar of 
Faſtice, Temperance, Fortitude , Wiſedome , 
Piety and other Vertues. This argument 


would haye held againſt the Heathens, had 


they Worſhipt. \no. other than the 7rue 
God'by a; material Image. In like man- 
ner Clemens Alexandrinns argued, that the 

looking 
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hooking upon the wiſible Objeds, doth underva- 
lue the Majeſty of God; and that to worſhip by 
matter that Being, which is the Objed of our 
minds, is to diſhonour that Being, and'to render 
it contemptible, by imploying the Senſe about it. 
For brevity fake I omit divers other Argu- 
ments of the like Nature, uſed by Arnobizs, 
Lafantius,and others becauſe theſe alone da 
abundantly ſhew the Senſe of the Ancient 
Church, that the uſe of Images in the Wor- 
ſhip of God 1s unlawful, tho' fuch Images be 
not lookt upon as Gods, nor Worſhipped as 
Such. | 

Now I beſeech you, Sir, reaſon with your 
ſelf impartially upon the con(1deration of this 
. whole Controverfie. Is 1t imaginable, that 
men who wrote and diſputed after this man- 
. ner, and upon theſe Principles, againſt the 
corrupt Pcactices of the Heathens, 1s 1t 1fnas 
maginable, I ſay , that they could be po- 
flibly guilty of the Same thing themſelves ? 
Is it imaginable: that they who condemn'd 
the Heathens for uſing Images in their Tem- 
. ples, could do the ſame thing in their Chur- 
ches, where the doors were open, and Hea- 
thens themſelves had the liberty for their In- 
Kruction to enter in daily ? Is it is imag- 
an 


(14.9 : 
 nable, that they could lay themfelyes thus - 
open to their Advyerfaries, or give them ſuch 
a foul advantage, as was not poſſible to be 
avoided ? Noz this muſt neceſſarily have ren- 
dred them the moſt Stupid and Ridiculous 
men that eyer were in the World. This 
muſt haye made all thoſe Arguments they 
uſed againſt others, to be retorted upon 
themſelves : This muſt have ruin'd not ther 
reputation only , but the credit of their 
whole Cauſe coo, and would have ſtifled the 
great intereſt of Chriſtianity. I ask you, 
would it not be the greateſt prejudice to our 
cauſe now , ſhould we uſe Images in our 
Churches; as the Romaniſts do in theirs ? 
What Nuts would this be for them? And 
what upbraidings and boaſtings ſhould we 
have preſently > They who have told us of 
Moſes and Aaron, which are in ſome of our 
Churches but for Ornament fake, would take 
no more notice of thoſe two poor Pictures, 
then they do of the Second Commande- 
ment, did we but bow down before a Crucifix. 
They would fleer at us with a witneſs, and 
nught tell us to our faces: that we were the 
molt filly and impudent men under Heaven, 
for upbraiding them with that: which we 
did 


(15) 
did our ſelves. And would it not have been 
the ſame caſe, with the Primitive Fathers » 
if they had practiſed that: which they con- 
demn'd the Heathens tor? For tho' they had 
not any repreſcntation 'of God, as the Hea- 
thens had the Image of Jupiter, yer if they 
had had but one Image of any one Saint, 
how merry ſtraight would their Adverſaries 
have been upon them? And might they not 
juſtly have ſaid. why may not we have the 
Image of Mercury , as well as you the I- 
mage of Paul? Why may not we be as re- 
ſpectful to our Minerva: as you are to your 
Lady Mary? VVhat are your Saints co you, 
more than our Deities are to us? Andaif it 
be nothing but the changing of the Object 
repreſented by the: Image, that's a trifling 
matter; and you may call us great Fools if 
you pleaſe; but you cannot prove usto be 
greater Fools than you your ſelves are, upon 

your own principles. 
This, Sir, is ſufficient to fatisfie you, that 
there could be no ſuch thing as the uſe of 
Images in the Primitive Ages, eſpecially du- 
ring that great Controverlie between the 
Primitive Chriſtians, and the Pagans abour 
that matter, Bur .yer co ſtrengrthen this af- 
| ſertion 
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' fertion, I would deſire you further to note 
theſe following gs 
1. That 1n all thoſe Diſputations between 
the Jews and Chriſtians, we do not find F 
that thoſe, bitter Adverſaries to Chriſtianity 
did eyer lay the uſe of Images to the Chri- 
ſtans charge in the Primwive times, Had 
any ſuch thing been, the Fews of all men 
would not have failed to have caſt it in the 
Chriſtians Tecth, not upon a gereral account 
only, becauſe they were Enemies to Chriſti- 
anity, as the Pagans were; but for a morc 
particular reaſon, becauſe they abhor'd the 
very Sight of an Image, eſpecially in places 
of Divine Worſhip; and it would have been 
a more plauſible argument, than any they 
ever uſed againſt the Chriſtians , that their 
Religion was pretended to be an Improvement. 
and Perfeftion of the Law, and yet the Pro* 
feſſors of it lived in the open and ſcandalous 
breachof the Second Commandement. Could 
ſuch an Objection asthus,: ever have eſcaped 
a malicious Jew? En 
2. It you-conſult Lampridius in the' Life 
of Alexander Severus, you will find that 4- 
drian the Emperour about 120. years after 


Chriſt order d Temples to be built without 
Images 


ed aac yam 
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Images: Whereupon it was. preſently ſuf- 
pected, that he favowre4 Chriſtanity , and 
was building Temples for Chrift. This clear- 
ly argues, . A it was notorious every where, 
that Chriſtians uſed no Images 1n their Ora- 
tories; for rhere could be no reaſon for men 
co be ſo jealous of Adrians intentions, but 
that people knew, that Chriſtians were Haters 
of Images, and that they were a Singular 
ſort of men 1n that reſpect; 

3. For ought we can yet find to the con- 
trary, the very Art of making Images was 
judg'd and condemn'd by Chriſtians for the 
firſt 200 years, as anUnlawful Art. Tam ſure 
Two very great men, who lived within that 
time, plainly tells us ſo, Clemens Alexandri- 
mus ( who was about aro 190) cenſures the 
Art it ſelf;as the Cauſe of Idolatry ; becauſe it 


hath aſtrong Tendency to deceive people ; ſo that Clem. Arca. 


they are drawn by it,not only to Love the thing re- t: 


preſented,but alſo to ny and adore the wery 
Images and Piftires. And a little after he de: 


clarcs- as the Common: and received opinion 
of Chriſtians ther» that they were plainly for- 
bidden to uſe that deceitful Art : And the reaſon 
of it he:preſently.fubjoyns, becauſe it was 
ſaidin the Law; _ ſhalt not make the ſimili- 
4 | tude 


Tertullian de 
; Haolaits 


Coins: Apo Jhould be denied the Comminizion of 'the:Churth, 
+3 wales he forſake his Art. . Now can-any-man. 
—_ .. be 


(. 1D;) | 


Kitude of any thing , whether in Heaven, br 


Earth. And Tertullian who flouriſht at the 
ſame time, employed a great deal of his 


ſharp Satyrical Wit upon thus very Subject; 
ſaying» that the Devil brought into the World 


the Makers of Statues and Images : and ſhew- 
ing» that the Artificer is gulty of Idolatry, 
as well as the Worſhipper; and ſo he goes on 
to anſwer the arguments and pretences whith 
were commonly ufed by men of that Trade. 
And that you may-not think he ſpake only 
of making Heathen Idols, he interprets the 
word 1/, and ſaith » 'Tis any little Form or 
Repreſentation ; therefore that every Form or 
Repreſentation is to be called an Idol ; and that 


Tdolatry ts any fort of. Service or Miniſtration a-- 


boat any fort of Idol; and 0» that every Arti- 
ficer, or Maker of an Image is an 1dojater, be- 


cauſe God has forbidden a Similitude not only to 


be Worſhipped, but to be made. And at laſt he 
he tells as, that ſuch Artificers ought not_to 


be admarredinto the Houfe of God. V Vhich. 


as agreeable to an old conſtitution common- 
ly aſcribed to the Apoſtles, that an Idol maker 
( that 1s, in Tertallians ſenſe, an Image maker,) 
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(wv) 
be (fo ſenſeleſs, as to believe after all this , 
that Chriſtians in thoſe times zſed, or had 
any Images themſelves ? 
 Theſethings are ſo clear, and of ſuch irre- 
75 foree, that the Learned and —_— 
Caſſander 1ngenioutly confeſt, as a thing cer- ___ . 
tain, that FR ſometime after the firſt pes. Fora + i +. 
of the Goſpel, there was no uſe of Images among FY 
Chriſtians, eſpecially in Churches. A modeſter 
man by far than Cardinal Be/larmine , - who Fama ol 
with ſo much confidence tells the World ſuch 
an horrible falſehoed, that they were cuſtoma- 
ry in the Church for the firſt 500- years, Where: 
as indeed (as a truly Learned DoCtor of our 2: can 
own ſpeaks upon certain grounds) *Might 7. c#. 5. 
*things be carried by atair and impartial crial 
* of Antiquity, the diſpute would ſoon be at 
*an end; there not being any one jult and 
*o00d Authority to: prove that Images were 
*cither Worſhipped or ufed in Churches for 
*near upon 400. years after Chriſt: And I 
* doubt not (faith he) but it may be carricd 
* farther. | 
2, Having gone thus far on my way , to 
ſhew you the Novelty of this. practice from 
the Firſt Controverſic between Chriſtianity 
and Heathens about this matcer, I ſhall now 
| D 2 procced 


_ (20) 
proceed to an Hiſtorical 'account of the-Se- 
cond Controverſie, as it was managed be- 
tween Chriſtians themſelves, which tho' it 
brake out about the time of Gregory the Great 
and grew very Hot about 700. years after our 
Saviour, yet the Foundation of it was Iaid 
much ſooner. For it is not to be denied , 
but that formerly here and there fome parti- 
cular Chriſtians had ſome Pictures privately in 
their Houſes, in memory of ſome great Per- 
ſon-or Action: But then you muſt note theſe 
| Three things. 1. That it was for a long 
tract of time before any Pictures were intro- 
duced into Churches. 2. That it wasa long- 
er time before Chriſtians made not Pifures 
only, but Statues too. 3. That it was for 
ſeveral hundred years, before any Images , 
whether Statues or Piftures, 'were uſed pub- 
lickly, but only for Ormament or Hiftory-ſake, 
as 1t will plainly appear in the ſequel. 

But that which I now 1ntreat youchiefly to 
obſerve 1s, that the firſt making of Pictures 
among Chriſtians proceeded partly from the 
Example of ſome Hereticks (as I ſhall ſhew 
hereafrer) but principally. from the fond in- 
clinations of thoſe,who being converted from 
Heatheniſm to Chriſtianity, retained ſtill an old 
rell/h 


tn as. tanto 
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x<lliſh and love of thoſe Superſtitious practi- 
ces, to which they had been accuſtomed fo 
long ; but yet were diſcouraged and repre- 
hended by publick Authority > Which will 
be enough to ſhew the Innovation, however 
it gained ground by ſteps and degrees. 

That 1t proceeded from an Heathen cu- 
ſtome 1s moſt evident from that noted place 
in Exſebius ; where ſpeaking of an Image at ig.rs.u6 
Caſarea Philippi, which was conceiv'd by the *7©299 
people of that place, to be the Image of that - 
woman who had been cured of her bloody 
iflue by our Saviour, and who lived in that 
City; Eaſebius ſaith, that he himſelf ſaw that 
Image. See no'y what follows: It 3s no won- 
der, ſaith he, that the01d Gentiles, who had 
xeceiv d benefits by our Saviour, have done ſuch 
things : For we have known of ſome Piflures of 
his Apoſtles, Paul and Peter, and of C hrift him- 
ſelf, that have been painted and preſerved on 
Tablets ; they of old (who had been converted 
to Chriſtianity) being accuſtomed to Honour them 
as.the means of their Salvation after this man- 
ner among themſelves ; but then he adds ivms 
cones, by a Gentile, or Heathen Cuſtome, and * \nfiderat? 


zmprudenter,con- 


ene; , Which the Learned * Yaleſius him- maweterem def 
ciplinam,n cau- 


{tf expounds, Inconſiderately, imprudently , 12. vale. ame. 
unadui- fm" 
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unadviſedly, contrary to the ancient diſcipline 
(of the Church.) ry 

-Bur leſt: this practice ſhould prove of very 
Eyil and Scandalous Confequence, a Council 
Placit Pitts AL Eliberis in Spain, Anno 3os, provided an 
ſe wn detere, Expreſs Canon, that Piftures ought not to be 
Me in @ Church, leſt that which is Wor(hipt and A- 

parietibu 8 dored ſbould be painted upon Walls: 


pingatur, Con- 


<1. Elderitn [© There hath.not been ſuch a general want 
of ingenuity among the Doctors of the Ro- 
man Church, but that ſome of them haye 
own'd the Authority of this Canon, Bur 
if you view the common Annotations upon 
it, you will find how miſerably perplext chey 
are how to evade the force of this Decree, 
which' ſtares ſo in their faces. Some of them 
ſay, that Pifures were forbidden, but not 
Carved Images, for fear of Idolatry; as if 
there were not as much danger 1n oe reſpect 
as In the other? or as if it were not as much 
 Idolatry to Worſhip a piece of Food or Marble 
as it 1s to Worſhip Parnt and Colcars. Some 
fay the Spaniſh Fathers were againſt Pictures 
upon Walls, becauſe they could not be 7e- 
moved. 1n_ umes of Perfecution , as Statnes 
might ; but muſt have been- left to the con- 
tumelous .uſage of. Fews and Pagans : rn if 
thoſe 


and that is cuough tor My purpoſe, which is 
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_ thoſeCatholick Biſhops were: for Saving 'of 


things» which they'would not by any means 
Have. Some ſay» Piflures were forbidden, 
leſt by the ſheldring and falling of ſome of 
the Plaiftenthcy ſhould be Defaced, and their 
venerable Hand/onmeſs ſhould: be lofts As if 
they cared for the Beauty that abhorr'd the 
Uſe of them. Bur others gencrally fay, that 
the times: are nlterd; and. that there 1s not 
now ſuch danger of Heathen-Idolatry , as 
there was then g and- therefore /the Reaſon 
of the.Decree failing,. it is not amiſs that the 
cuſtome of theChurch hath:quire aboliſhe it. 
Very 'gaod'! as if Chriftian Idolatry were al- 
lowable > or as if the ſottiuſh Pagans might 
not Worſhip the work of mens hands - 
the Profeſſors. of Chrifts Religion may, Do 
not" theſe: men. make: excellent reaſons, for 
theſe Wiſe and. Holy Fathers, that were 
ſo.zealous to keep people at a great Dj 


ftaice from: 4/1 Hdolatry and Superſtition # 


And-nught they noc fay; as much for the a- 
bolifking of ' the Second Commandment, eſpe- 
cially if at be writtenon a Charch-wall? Hows 
ever.God:Sc'thanked, rhe. thing 1s yielded; 
us; that ſucir a ,Decrce-was made at El:iberis; 
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+ _- 
to ſhew ; that Pictures were not-uſed in 
Churches in thoſe days, but were utterly re- 
jected by the: Publick Authority of the 
Church. : | F 

But notwithſtanding this Canon, Pictures 
came in after-times to be ſet up in ſome O- 
ratories here and there : Partly by means of 
that Superſtitious Afetion which ſome igno- 
rant men had for them; and partly one 
with ſome Hopes that the Heathens would 
thereby be the ſooner prevailed with to love 
Chriſtanity. Yet: you may eaſily diſcern 
what the Wiſe and : Honeſt Governours of 
the Church thought of it, by tharſingle ſto- 
ry of Epiphanius, the Famous Bishop of Sa- 
lamine 1n Cyprus , . when he tore a Picture 
down in a certain Oratory in Paleſtine; And 
thus it was, as the matter 1s related by Epi- 
phanius himſelf in that Letter of his which 
he wrote:to Fohn. then Biſhop of Feruſalem, 
in. whoſe Diaceſs the thing. was done.. The 
Letter it (elf was tranſlated: into Latin by-nb 
leſs a man than St. Ferome, and 1s extent in 
St. Feromes works. and at laſt is own'd tobe 
Genuine by ſome of the JeſuiteKhemlſelyes. 


S:Hieron. Tom, . T his great man FEpiphanias, travelling to- 


wards Bethel, and conung' to a Village _ 
: | C 


% 
boo . — | 
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Ned Arablatha," ig there a Chr iRian mw 


+y, he went into it to offer up 'his Prayers.” ' As 


ſoon as he flept in, he ſaw by the Door a Paint- 
ed Veil, or Hanging, © whereott” there was an ]- 
mage, whether! of -Chiift, *or of ſonie'Satht |." he 
could not well remember. When- he ſaw this 
Image hanging-in the Church, contrary (faich 
he) ro the Anthority' of the 'Scriptures,, tecut, 
or rent it, 'adyiſing che-Grattfians'! of tlic 
Church, to wrap up the'body of ſome podr 
man, 'and Bury him in it; © They, being. dif- 


ſatisfied with che Action, told him, that? twas 
bur fair for him, ſinec he hadrenr that Hahg- 


ing to give chem another 7 which according- 
ly he did ; and withal ſent to' Fohn 'of Feru- 
ſole, to deſl re the Presbycers of that Church 
roaccept of the Hanging and#to command 


them that for the future 70 ſuch Hangings with 


Images upon them ſhould be ſuffer d in the Church 
as being (as he ſaid) againſt the Chriſtian Reli- 


*gj0n. This *Epiphanins flourthhe about? 370. 


years after Chriſt; and this Relation ſhews 


what courſe entertainment Images found 1 in 
| the Church inthatiAge. © 2 © 


© It isnor'to be denied, but*cHar in rftr-2- 
ges the uſe of Images-grew' 6dnimon- cyery 


ms Generation ſtriving fill to Add 


E ſome- 


Vide Gregor. 
e&! Scren. Re- 
gift. lib. 9. 
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ſomething to. the Innovation, as 'tis, uſual 
with Superſtitious Spirits. . - But yet it is cer- 
tain, that for the firft 600. years at Yeaſt peo- 
ple were not.by any means allowed to Wor- 
fhip Images. . For Gregory the Great; who was 
Bishop of Rome in that Age, fully and clcar- 
ly declared his judgment againſt it, -uponthe 
complaint which .had been, made againſt Se- 
renus Bishop of >Mavſeilles.;' and this was the 
Caſe. Some people that lived at Marſeilles 
were fo addiched to Heathen cuſtomes ; that 


they began.tq give Worſbipzo. Images. This 
That he demoliſhe -the Images, and brake 


themin picces, The Story was toldat Rowe, 
and Pope/Gregpry wrote. to Serenus about the 


bulineſs commending indeed the great care he 


took, ta keep men from ſinning,, and from Wor- 


ſhipping that which was made with hands, .but 


tclling-him too, "that Piures Ig atDaper: 
mutted 1n , Churches fox the: Inſtrudlion of. the 
Untearned, We altogether Praiſe .you ( {auth 
he) for prohibiting people to Worſhip the Ima- 
ges of Saints; but me reprebend you for break- 
ing then... Wt 1s one thing t0:Werbin ePifme, 
and another thing to. learn by The Story of W- 
Picture what is to be Worthipped, Fer what 
the 
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the Scripture is 10 ſuch as Read; that a Pifture " 
is to ſuch Idiots as do only ſee; for by that the 
Ignorant diſcern what they 'are to follow, in that 
they read who know. not their Letters z That 
1 . therefore ought not tobe broken, which is ſet up 
not to be Worſbipped in Churches, but only to 
inflrut the minds of the - Ianorant —Shew 
the Sons of the Charch by the Teſtimonies of 
the Holy Scripture, that it is not lawful to Wor- 
ſhip any thing made with hands, becauſe it is 
written, thou ſhalt Worſhip the Lord thy. God, 
and him only ſhalt thou ſerve. But withal you 
are to add, that Piflures are of uſe to unskilful 
people. The ſum is briefly; if any man will 
make Irnages, you are not to forbid it; adorare 
vero imagines ommbus modis devita, bat by 
all means avoid the adoration of Images. | 
I think nothing can be a_plainer evidence 
than this, that all Image Worſhip was 1n 
| thoſe times judged to be ſinful, by the Go- 
vernours of the Church, and by the Pope 
himſelf, who muſt be ſuppoſed to have given 
his deliberate judgment upon this quarrel : 
And one would have thought , this ſhould 
have ſtifled that evil practice in the very: be- 
ginning ; eſpecially if men had at chat time 
cntertain'd that Conceit of the Popes Infal- 
E 2 libility 


libit#ty and Safremacy.. | But indeed; thisand 
the other\ lictle Quarrels about this matter 
of. Images,did,: after this Gregory's days;break 
out into. a.great ahdſcandalous.controverfic,ſor 
that there were Iknow not how many bloody 
Noſes:about it,” in the Papacy of Gregory the. 
Second, (and aftcr,) who was as zealous for 
Image Worſhip, 'as his Nameſake, ' the 
Firſt of that Name, had been: again/t it, about 
an. hundred years before. - You ſhall now 
have a faithful account of this flaming con- 
troverſiez and by i you will cafily perceive, 
what a palpable Innovation Image Worſhip. 
was ; how it grew greater and- greater, and 
withal, how zcalouſly 1t was oppoſed by the 
truly Catholick Chriſtians. 

When from. reading ſtories in paint, peo- 
ple proceeded to Worſhip the P1Ctureitſelffo 
that Image Worſhip began to ſpread in many 
parts of the Chriſtian World,the ems and Sa- 
" racens,were moſt horribly ſcandalizd at it,and 
reproach'd Chriſtianity upon that account? fo 
that now the Fews openly accus'd Chriſtians 
for Viohting the Second Commandement, 
which they never did in the Primitive Ages, 
when:yet they would moſt readily have u- 
_ fed the ſame Objection, if there had. been 


the 
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the ſame occaſion given in thoſe times. But 

ow their mouths were open, and- the World 

was filled with their complaints ; becauſe 

this was: the main ſtumbling block which 
hindred many from coming mto the Church 

though they were well ſatisfied of the truth 

of the common Doctrines of- Chriſtianity. 

So 1n that diſputation between a Jew and a 
Criſtian, which was exhibited in that packe 
Aflembly, commonly called the Second Nr> © 
cene Council, the Jew acknowledged that he _ 
believed the Chriſtians Dofrines,and that Chrift &,."* © 
was the Son of the Living God, but (faid he) 

I am ſcandalized at this, that you Chriſtians 

Warſhip Images, contrary to the expreſs Words 

of the Law. 

This awakened many of the Great Clergy,  _ .. ... 
che leading and Principal Biſhops ( as is aC- ina. © 
knowledg'd) with divers others, who think- 
ing it impoſſible toremove the ſcandal with- 
our wholly taking. away the occafion, per- 
ſwaded the Emperour Leo Iſaurus to caſt all: 
Images out of Churches by an Imperial E- 
dict. I know ſome Writers of the Romany 
Church have endeavour'd to- beſpatter the: 
memory of thoſe zealous Prelates, ſuch as: 
Conſtantine the Bilhop of Nacolia, Fohn of Nico- 
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media, and the reſt : But this is an Artifice 
(and a very ufual Artifice with them m fuch 
caſes) only to bring an undeſeryved Odium 
upon their Actions» Moreover, to blaſt the 
Emperours Honour too, they tell us an idle 
Story of aJew, a Fortune teller, that moved 
Leo to this buſineſs, while he was yet amean 
young man; of which I ſhall give you an ac- 
count anon. Beſides, they relate the matter 
ſo, as if the Emperors proceedings were 
moſt Tumultuary, Raſh and Barbarous : And 
all this to throw a'Reproach and Infamy upon 
his juſt and neceſfary undertakings, Where- 
as incced the buſineſs was began by Charche 
men, who ſaw the Neceſlity of a Reformati- 
on, and was conducted by Mature advice, 
and the moſt deliberate Counfels, as you will 
ſee by the Story, whuch I ſhall ſearch into 
the more exactly, becauſe it is a thing not 
commonly known or obſerved, and the Au- 
thor of the Nubes Tefliam, hath wholly 0- 
mittedall the moſt material parts of it. 

It we may believe Pope Gregory the Se- 
cond, 1t was full Zen years after Leo came 
to be Emperour, before he either medled or 
{pake any thing abour this matter. For it 
1s obſervable, that in the Firſt unmannerly 
Letter 


.. © 31 
Letter, which that Inſolent Pope ſent 'him 
concerning it , he faith, For Ter years you 
have by the Grace of Ged walked aright , and 
have not made any mention of Holy Images. 
The Emperour being now told by ſome, 
that Image-Worthip was Scandalous Idola- 
try, was careful to conſult the General Opi- 
nion of the Clergy, not omutting Germanus 
of Conſtantinople, -and a few more, tho' they 
were ſingular 10 their judgments, -and ſtood 
ſtifly for thoſe corruptions, which the' reſt - 
complained of, And as faras I can find by 
Pope Gregory's Letter to: him,: he blamed the 
Emperour, not 'for taking-no advice at all, 
but for not reſting in the opinion of zhoſe 
whoſe judgments he would have had him 
tollowed ; meaning Germanzs and his ſmall 
party; who were on the Popes Side. Ir is 
evident from the Popes own Words, that 
Leo defired this Controverlie might be ends gieger. 2. rx 
ed after a fair Synodical manner : For the 4 Lo aur 
Pope confeſſes that Leo wrote to him about 
a General Council to determine the Contro- 
verlie ; which the Pape refufed 'to hearken 
to-. | under pretence indeed that a General 
Council would be to no purpsſe ( not to His 
purpoſe perhaps, though ut might have _ 
| VC 


__— 
yed the purpoſes of Chriſtianity.) But the 
True reaſon of his diſobedience ſeems to be 
this> the: Pope had now revolted from his 
Allegiance to Leo denying him all Tribute 
from Italy, and withdrawing - the {ralians 
from their obedience to the Emperour allo 
and having now the Power and afliſtance 
of the Franks, with whom he had entred 
into a Confederacy againſt his own Soveraign, 
he thought he might ſafely buff and reſift 
the Emperour, who had now ſo much work 
to do at home. 

All Images being now taken down by the 
Emperours Edit,” it pleaſed the Greek Cler- 
gy, but highly exaſperated the Biſhop of 


Rome, and ſome of the Superſtitious rabble 


at Conſtantinople, ſo that ( as Cedrenus him- 
ſelf doth acknowledge ) they would have 


fallen upon Leo himſelf. and did actually kill 
many of his Servants, and ſuch as executed 


his commands; whuch 1s the 7rze- cauſe why 


divers of them ſuffered : It was not for 
their Opinion, or Love of Images, but for their 
Seditious uproars and Treaſon. + 

However the Zmperour laboured for ſome 


time” under many difficulties, chieflyby 


means of the Popes Rebcluion againſt him , 
| for 
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for:doing. that whichilne was: adviſed 'wocully/ 
by the beſt and / navit; deliberate-Gountt]s, 
And therefore -thar. he  mught'takes an 
fe&tual courſe to. iput an endita-all, herfum- 
mivned a :publick :Synod'to:itCorftantiuerde 3; 
which neicher Cedrenzs, nor Lona#as, nor 
tmuny/ other Patrons +08 dJmage Worſhip;, 
thoughc-fir-coqake/any;avtice.of, !thoiberter 
to diſcredit the'proccedmgs n this: cale, 3Bric 
Paulus Dinconus; chough'ta party concerned, 
hath \lefc us this plain and ſhout account pf 
the:matter ; that rhe: 1321: yearcof Jaco t- 
ſaucus his Bnifire be called 4: Louncal';. Gelnp 
'btufelf -therevmn' a Throne "of nineteen-Cabits 
-hiph; that he: called:Germanus t0o,: the'Patri- 
-arth- of 'Conftattinople, Yhoping' that wpon:he 
whole debate lhe? wild fubſtribe to theoddfinits- 
-0n - apainiſt *\Imbges, as 'rhe veſt 'did © But he 
-wozld not. yet comply , under a" pretetice that he 
could not ſubſcribe, unleſs the thing-were":deter- 
mined. ind! Genzral Council © {Soibe teftilbes 
Biſhoprick, |and the. Synod 'prdained antl-pro- 
-moted Anaſtaſius in'his-room.' I ſhall only 
akid;- that Perius Picheretlus, a Papilti, thath 
-j0genuoally. confeftjur his-diſcoutle ar' St. Gt 
[mans bctore: the\Queen' Mother 'anxo' £562: 
[that 4n Leo's time a Counct way held ati Con- 
VERS Y ftanti- 
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flantinople againſt all uſe - of |. Images in. 


Churches-; and that this Council conſiſted 
of 330. Biſhops, who decreed they ſhould be 
removed and burnt. Whether this was the 
the Council I now ſpeak of, or another be- 
fore it," 1s indifferent to me : Let others 
judge. Bur this 1s enough to ſhew the Re- 
gularity of that Emperours proceedings,and 
1s ſo clear an evidence of the Innovation of 
Image-Worſhip, that it was one of the ar- 
uments which the ingenuous Picherellus u- 
#d againſt this corruption, 1n that publick 
diſcourſe which. I have now mention'd. 

I do conjecture, that Germanus his refuſing 
to ſubſcribe without the Authority of a Ge- 
eral Council, was the great reaſon that mo- 
ved the Emperour to write to Pope Gregory 
about it (as I noted before.) But this Let- 
ter had no other cffe&, but that it occaſio- 
ned an. anſwer, wherein the Pope juſtified 
the Worſhipping of Images, becauſe they 
did not Worſhip them as Gods (the very an- 
ſwer which had been given by the Pagans, 
In defence of their Idolatry.) and then he 
fell foul upon the Emperour,, comparing 
him with 0zzas when he 'brake the Brazen 
Serpent 1 pieces: Wherein that pretended 
IF Head 
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| Head of the Church was guilty of a Double 


errour. Firſt he miſtook the Name, Ozias 
for Hezekiahz and to excuſe it there is this 
Note upon the Margin of the Popes Letter , 
Hic videtur error ex lapſu memorie, the poor 
mans memory faild him; the fault was in 
his Head (a rare Security for the Truth of 
Tradition againſt Scripture.) Secondly that he 


' blamed Hezekiah for that which the Scripture 


applaudes as a moſt .commendable Act. The 
zealous Empcrour had no reaſon to be aſha- 
med of all this ; but the World hath good 
reaſon to laugh , that ſuch pretty anſwers 
ſhould come from the Pope, that wiſe piece 
of Infallibility. 

Leo dying, his Son ſucceeded him,Conſtan- 
tine Caballinus, otherwiſe called Copronymus ; 
who being anathematizd by the Biſhop of 
Rome ( xn, bo Father had been) for oppoſing 
Image-Worſhip, took the fame courſe his 
Father did, and ſummoned another great 
Council of 338 Biſhops, who met at Con- 
flantinople too, in the year 754. near 30 


years after the former. - They unanimouſly , _ _ 
decreed againſt Tmages alſo; and that, not Nie 2a. 
out of complyance with the Emperours incli- mr. Theopts 
nations (as the Author of the Nabes Teſti- ** © ; 
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um doth infiritrate} bur upon Tong and ma- 
ture confirterdtion, 'and arguments drawn froty 


Serlptures (Reajon, ard The! pratticeof the 


Primitive CBlrchg agany man may'ſee, that 
will bat -imparriatty conſider the As of thit 
Council. And all debates being over, they 
conclude, That all 'Images, of what matter o- 
wer, made by.the wicked Art of Painters, ſhould 
be aſt out of Chriſtian Churches, as ſtrange 
and abominable things, That no man jhouid 
for the future obſerve that wicked and” im- 
pure inſtitution; bub that whoſoever (hould 


dare either" 't0' provide an Image , or adore tt, 


or place it-in 4 Church, o& in a private Houſe, 
or have one by him ; if a Biſhop br a Deacon, 
he ſhould be depoſed, ; but if a Monk or Laick, 
he fhould be Excommunicated, and ſuffer accor- 
ding to the Imperial Eaicls, as an Enemy to 
the Divine Laws. 

Indeed aboat 3o years after this, a0 787. 
the. Acts of this great 'Synod were reſcinded 
ar the Second Nicene C ouncil, which was cal- 
led by the Widow-Empreſs Irene, that bi- 
gotted and cruel Woman, that afterward 
bar barouſly pull'd- out the Eyes of her own 
Son the young Emperour. Not that | think 
her tucious Brgotry was the only cauſe of h-r 
rcitoring 


- RENE 


RINSE 


reſtoring Images. No,no- ſhe had a further 
game to play, ' for Charles the Great (Sun 
and Succeſlor: to King Pipirt.of France) was 
a, yery. Potent Prince in the Weſt, and the 
Woman hail a Moneths mind to crecp 1n- 


-to his Kimbraces. To bring, this av: t the 


ſenc to Charts the Great, offer 11g her Son 
in marriage with His Daughter , - hoping 
this night tempt Charles himſelf to rake 
court to H:r too, as it afrerwaids proved, 


For the accompliſhing of her Jonging de- 


fires, the Pope was to be pleaſed by all means, 
tho' ſhe went through thick and thin to 
pleaſe him. Therctfore being inſtigated by 
Pope Adrian the firit» 1n all haſte ſhe call'd a 
Council to Conſtantinople ; but the Con- 


ſtaninopolitans being ſo violently ſer a- 
gainkt lmages thac ſhe d:ſpair'd of ſucceſs if 


the Council ſhould fic there, ſhe removed her 
journey-men tp Nice; where to gratifie the 
Furious and outragious Empreſs, they a- 

reed to ſer up Images aFain, not only as 
helps tor the Mem-ry, but as Objedts of Ado- 
ration, becauſe the Honour done to the Image paſs 
ſerh on to the Prototype: as they declared 1n the 
7th. Action of that Council. Now of this 
Council I would ublcrverto you three things. 
1, That 


- Ss , 
* 


7. That they were a pack of Greeks, that 
were neither the WViſeſt, nor the Honefteft men 
in the V Vorld? * As to their Knowledge, you 
may ſoon diſcern of what fize it was, by 
their pretty way of arguing from Scripture 
in defence of Image VVorship. The Fathers 
at Frankford ſhew'd how ſenſclefs and ridicu- 
lous their proofs were» as you may obſerve 
with pleaſure by conſulting the Caroline 
Books. But leſt you should not have thoſe 
Books by you, I will give you outof them 
a lictle Specimen of ſome Texts of Scripture 
from which they concluded Image-worship 
to be Lawful. Gen. 1. 27, God created man 
in his own Image, ergo Images are to be wor- 
Shipped. Gen. 23. 12: Abraham bowed down 
himſelf before the people of the Land, ergo,&c. 
- Gen. 28. 18. Facob took the Stone that he had 
put for his Pillow, and ſetit up for a Pillar, 
ergo,&cc. Gen. 32. 24. There Wrefiled a man 
with Jacob, ergo. Gen. 47. 7. Facob bleſſed 
Pharaoh, ergo. Kxod. 37. 6, 7. Befalcel made 
the Mercy Seat of pure Gold, and Two Cheru- 
bims of Gold, ergo. Num. 2x. 9. Mofes made 
a Serpent of Braſs, and put it upon a Pole , 
ergo. Josh. 4. 9. Joshua ſet up twelve Stones 
in the mid} of Jordan, ergo. Pfal. 27.8. Thy 


Face 


Face, Lord, will 1 ſeek, 
I have loved the Habitation of thy Houſe, ergo. 
Pſal. 48. 8. As we have heard, ſo have we ſeen, 


ergo. Plal. 26. 8, Lord 


ergo. Plal. 73. 20. Lord, when thou awakeſt , * 


thou ſhalt deſpiſe their Image, ergo. Pſal. 99.5+ 


Exalt ye the Lord our God, and Worſhip at his © 
footflool, ergo. Canticles 2. 14. 0 my Love, 


let me ſee thy countenance , ergo. Heb. 11, 
21. Jacob Worſhipped, leaning upon the top of 
his flaff, ergo. Math. 5. 15. Men do not Light 
a Candle, and put it under a buſhel, ergo, 1- 
- mages are to be Worſhipped with Lights and 
Candles« 

Sir, it may be you are ready to /augh, and 
may miſtruſt that I play the Wag. Burſe- 
riouſly theſe are ſome of thoſe -goodly Ni- 
cene Fathers Arguments , and ſome of the 
flouteſt too : Forl have omitted divers more 
abſurd ones, leaſt you ſhould think I abuſed 
that Grave and Venerable Synod : and now 
you may judge, whether theſe were not rare 


Greek Wits.\ctwe might forgive their wantof 


Brains af they had been men of Integrity; But 

they were Di/honefttoo ; witneſs one memo- 

.rable paſſage ; for when the Popes Legates 
moved that all Writings which were extanc 
againſt Images ſhould, with an Anathema, be 
= | either 


AR. g. in fins 
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"either defaced, or cn} to: the” fla Med , 
they very readily yiclded- to: the motion, 
and accordingly provided a Canon; rthat-all 


Can. 5. ſuch books ſhould be breught into the Biſhgps 


Houſe of Conſtantinople, znder pain of. Hepo- 
firions If a Clergy man fhould conceal any,-and 
of Excommunication, if any Monk, or Laick did 
not obey. A very ſhrewd -1igh, that there 
were ſeveral Books of «chat Nature, which 
could riot be fairly anfwerd; and was a 
Baſe artifice of robbing poſterity of a tull, 

clear, and particular account. which other- 
wiſe the World might have had; of the Riſe 
and Progtels of linage/ 'Worship, and of the 
ſtrong Oppoſicion it nier with 4n the Chur- 
ches of Chritt,and tyeniunrhat Agcwhen the 
Putciy of Religion Was corrtepred.-- DEB 

© *2 Thar the practices riut were W03bliefi 
by chis Second ome Council were nothi 'g 
near 19 Groſs and Fl; as thoſe which have 
been force ulgd and defended in' the Ronan 
Church. For whereas God the' Facher'is 
wonr to. be Pictur'd mthe ſhape'of an'O'd 
"man, and the Holy Trinity 1s 'repreſcnted | 
by ie Head with Three” Þaces , the \mehi*ar 
Nice wete utterly agathſt 411 things'of' this 
Nature, and wete only tor the Images: - 
ric 


the Man' Chr Jeſus, and of the Holy Var- 
gin, and of Angels and Saints. And behides, 
the Adoration order'd by that Council to be 
given to. thoſe Images: was a far /aver ex- 
preſſion of reſpeft and Honpur , than that 
which is given totham in the Papacy ; and | 
which been vaty ſtoutly —_— for by 4 
Bellarmtne, and. others the moſt karned men 
of that Communion. 
3. Tho' that Council did not run out in- 
to half.thoſe extravagances, which in after 
Ages were ſuch an hormble reproach and 
ſcandal to Chriſtianity yet the Ads of at fo 
frighted 'other Countries, cſpecialy in the 
VVcſt, that for a long time they would noc 
receive them, but abbarr d that Aſſembly ar 
Nice , and'condemned it as a Pſeudo Synod, 
This is confeſt by the Learned Petras de Pe: devarc 
Marca ; and has been lately proved by Laz- +. « 17. 
noius (1n tus diſcourſe toe Carolus Preflins ) 
from ſeveral unqueſtionable Authorities. 
But the thing will cafily appear by the 

proccſs of this Hiſtory, which I ſhall now 

o on to. Conflantine the Emperour, Irene's 
| being made feniible of the Evil which 
his Mother had dane, and in which she had 
made him an Accomplice in the time of his 

"8 minority, 


_" bet, 0 hat <a <0 4 
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Platina in vita 
Hadrian. 1.4 


Hoveden. An. 
nal. par. privre 


Þe 40g. 


a2 Epiſtle againſt it , wonderfully flrengthned 


minority,' abrogated the A&tsof the Nicens 
Council; and moreover Depoſed' Her. - But 
however 'the Pope hadibeen:gratified, at 
whoſe. mmſtance: that Council had bear' cal- 
led to erect. Images, ' as the V Vriter of -Agri- 
ans Life in Binius doth confeſs, Irene think- 
ing to: gratific Charks the' Great too ( tho 
it proved a-wrorg. courſe) fent: hum a: Copy. 
of the Nicene Acts, 'as she had to:the Pope 
alſo- by his two Legates:: And Roger de Ho- 


eden tells us what followed / preſently. In 


the year.792 (ſaith he) Charles King of the 
French, ſent into Brittaina Synodal Book, which 
had been direfed to him from Conſtantinople, 
in which Book (Oh grievous! ) were found many 
things inconvenient and- contrary to the true 
Faith, chiefly, that by the ſuffrage of about 300 
oriental Biſhops it was decreed that Images Jhould 
be Worſhipped ; a thing which the Charch' of- 
God.doth utterly Cunſe, or abhor.- By what fol- 
loweth in. Hoveden,\t ſeems, that upon receipt 
of this Book there was a Convention of the 
Bishops, and other Principal men here in En- 
gland about it, and that-one Albinzs (others. 
call: um! Alcuinus) was order'd- to write! ar 
Anſwer ta it, for (ſaith Hoveden) Albinus wrote 


with 


vo 
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with' the Authority of \the -Holy Scriptures, and 

this Epiſtle together with that:other' Book; 'he 

carried in the 'Names of the Biſhops, and 01her 

great men t0 the King of France.  :He;-tfindin 

the ſenſe of the; Church of England; thick 

tis plain by this' Story: was 'utterly zgafnſt 

Images then) and fearing leſt any: Chriſtians jus. rm. 

in his Territories ſhould return toran old fort Fife &: 

of Pagan Iddlutry,: fummon'd a great. Conn © 

cil of. abour' 300+ Bishops/out of (all his Do+ 

minions in Italy » Germany, and''France; to 

mect at Frankford; which they did; in the 

year 794+ Charles the: Great himiclf\\being 

there: among ' them... Thicher /Poper Adrian 

ſent his Legates, Theophylaft and Stephanus, 

and- with them another Copy of the. Nrcene 

Acts, to be'confirmid; fas he\hoped) by that 

Council But [upon a cloſe and\throughide- 

bare of the whole matter, they uccerly con- ide Tifim. 

demg'd the Derrees: of the \Niceme Council, fr. Carol. cs 

and.che Councy; is (elf; ds:a:Pfendi 8ynods and 

hike, wiſe and good men! went-a midgleway 

allowing the ferrivg xp:ot-hmages,cas/a-thing 

Agt-pylitis ic ſelf ;:1 bub:firicly:torbudding 4b 

Worſhip:and Avaration ot: 1mages, as athins: en Ul ON 

confatydto the Scrifiouves vPhe Diſpurars .** *, 5 

@1s kts Copnci:yereidifeſtkedb aro four © 5 
| G 3 Books, 
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4+ 
Books, and go under :the' Name of Charles 

the Great, Caroli magni capitnlare,. becauſe 

they were put together by his Authority and 
aſliſtance, and were publiſhe by Tilivs 1549. 

This puc ſome ftop for a time to that cor-- 

rupt cultome,as we are told by the great and 

Hem famous Hincmarus Axch-Bilhop of Rhemes; 
#aarm Who flouricht about :5o yearsafter this. By 
Latn.2* be Authority of the Coxncil' dt Frankford , 
( faith he) the cuftome of Worſbipping Images 

was ſomewhat reprefl; but Adrian and other 
Papes perjifted Aill in. their own opinion , and 
after the Death of. Charles the Great, the more 
Summ Ye wehemently promoted the Worſhip of their Ba- = 


promoverunt, bies. 
'Yet this did not ſtifle the endeavours of 
the Orthodox Princes and Church-men. For 
in the Eaſt, Leo Armenns call'd a Conneil art 
Conflantinople anno $14. wherein all Ima 
Worship was exploded, and the Second Ni- 
cexe Council, which-had ſet it up, was 4na- 
thematizd. Indeed the particular Acts of this: 
Counal do not appear - I ſuppoſe they were: 
6, asmany more things of ehis nature 
F54e8inii ci Rave been , but yet 3 s-confeſt; 'that ſuch a 
« To» SyAod there was, and-thar'it was againſt the 
pefien, pag 2048 Wersbipping of. Images. 'Wheteupon the 


Emperour 


45) - | 
Emperour ved out his Ediet, bearmg dare 
the ſame year, the Copy whereof you will 
find in the Book entitled, Inperiala Decrefs 
de cultu Imaginum, pag. 604. | 
_ In the Weſt Laitvicas Pins (Son and\Suc- 
ccſfor ro that learned Prince Charles the 
Great) cngaged in the Controverſie, calling 
a Council of Divines as his Religious Farher 
had done; and it was upon this occaſion, 
Michael Balbus and his Son Theophilus now 
Emperours at Conſtantinople after Leo Arme- 
nus, ſent to Ludovicus to confirm the amity 
of the Empire: with him, and to acquaint 
him with che poſture of affairs at Corftanti- 
ople, as to this buſineſs of Images: And 
thus Rood the caſe, - Michae/ had in the 
year 821. granted a Tolleration to ſuch as 


were for Image-Worthip, and ſuch as were 774i 
egainftit, hoping by this Indulgence to quiet m—— 


both parties, and to ſertle Peace in the Em- 
pire. But this. had a quate conmary effets ; 
for the Faction grew tjolent and Bold. fo 
that Michael was forced to call a Synod 700, 


page 607, &o8. 


as his Predeceflors had done Toi this Synod bong I, 
the Faction refed to come 3; but ran away *© 


to the Pope to cxaſperate him. a rhe 
Emperour. The Synod: having decrecd- a- 
gaut 


FT: 
#ainſt Image-Worlhip,, Michael ſent a Loi 
to Ladovicus Pixs, wherein he acquainted 
him, what horrible Abuſes had been com:- 
ticred by ſome at Conflantinopte, that they 

np before Images", 'and Ador 4 them, ''and 

Vide Eviſtlon ew. d Help and aſſiſtance of them, &Cc. More- 

wich & oycr, that the. Patrons of Image-Worſhip 

Sher. Decree would not fland to the : Synodical Decrees, : nov 
be Correfted by the Truth, but fled away, and 
went to 014 Rome with Calumnies and Lies. 
Then he faith, he had written a Letter to 
the Pope about 1t, and in the end he deſired 
Ladcvicus that he would give the Meſſengers 
ſafe condufl to Rome, and take care that there 
might be a perfect agreement between them, 
eſpecially as tothe main thing, which concern d 
the Salvation of the Soul. | 

me amen _ The:Greek Ambaſhadors having deliver'd 

= 7 hh this Letter to Ludovicus, went, to Rome, but 

6:5 found the Pope, who ſhould have lent his 
hand co:Cure this: temper,; wing rather 
to cheriſh and fomentilt.'. However, for feat 

of. Ludovicas | his diſpleaſure, .he -did: wnwith 
5: Gagly.pichkdao beaddfires of ocaliung:a Gouns 
*  ethat cvs Dev tgcnrao cobra xonliderof 
the imarecr ,crand;crarqbrdingly of dbdicus,, 
whh- inkeviggd: us| Bathers on for ithe-well- 
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fare and Honour of Chriſtianity, call'd a | 
Synod at Paris, anno 825. This 1s acknow- Yi Eif-S. 
ledg'd, and that this Synod condemn'd the Ludorico. 
Second Nicene Conncy 1s acknowledg'd too, 

God be thanked, the Acts of this Synod 

are extant, having beerr publiſh from a Send, «7 
very ancient and genuine Copy 1m .the Li- 

brary of Petrus Pithoeus. And becauſe the 

Book 18 not incvery oneshand, I ſhall give 

you a ſhort and faithful- relation of the 
proceedings , which will abundantly ſhew 

the Novelty of Image-Worſhip, and: the 
judgement of the Ga/lican Church at: that 

time againſt it. 

. . To unravel the whole matter, firſt they 

read Pope Adrians Letter to Irene for the 
Worſhipping of Images, and blam'd him tor. 
requiring ſuch a piece of- Superſtition, becauſe 

though 1t be /awful to eref Images, yet tis. 
umpious to- Adore them. Then they conſ1- 

der'd the Acts-of the Nicerxe Council, and 
condenmed:that Council for confirming that 
Superflitious Error. Then- they examined py; am pe. 
Adrians Reaſons on behalf..of rthe=zvicene 75 Ef Ly 
Council, and concluded them to be*falſe,;ub- 

ferd; and Arguments ef his great Ignorance.. 

Ehen -chey- debated the Emperour Michaels 
of11 | Letter 
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Zetter to thair King Ludowicas, and found 
that Image-Waorship, ſo much contended 
for, by ſome at Conflaztivople, proceeded 
partly from Jgnorance of the Truth, and partly 
from a moſt evil cuflome , whereby the Pefl of 
that Superſtition increaſed in thoſe parts. Then 
they reprehended the Popes 0bftinacy, who 
though he was bound to corre that Error, 
was fo far from Reffting, that he defended 
It contrary to. the Authority of the Scriptures, 
aud the' Holy Fatbers. Next, they coll 
ſcycral Sentences out of the Ancients againdt 
ſuch as were. for the utter Deftruftion of 1- 
mages. Then they noted and urged a great 
abundance of paſſages more againſt. ſuch as 
were in the other extream, for the Warſbip- 
ping of Images. Then they proceeded to 
confute all ther Arguments from Scripture, 
with the reſt of their pittiful ſhifts and Eva- 
And after as full. a confideration of 
the whole buſineſs, as their time would per- 
mit, they came to this moderate Reſolution, 


ie PE" that as on the one hand, the Images of Saints 


ze x0t be broken, aboliſht, and utterly deſpiſed, 
Jo on the other Hand, they are not to be war- 
ſbipt or Adered, but all ſuch Superſtition ſes 
aſide, to benjed only for Memory aud love _ 
T 


_ The Syriod being ended : the Ads. of it 


Whereupon ſeyeral -Letters were fent away 
to the Pope, wich a Copy of the Synodical 
acts. .Ladovicus himſelf. wrote . Letters to 
him; wherein, ke a: zealous:and truly Chri- 
 ſtian Prince, he puthim in. mind of the:great 
Neceſſity there was of healing thole ſad breach- 
es which had hapned about Images, and car- 
neſtly moved him, that he would do his ut- 
moſt for the compoſing. of the d fferences ; tel- 
ling him plainly» chac he did not deſerve to be 
called Univerſal (Biſhop) that did not ſtrive 


State of the Church. Now. any man may ſee, 


"OY | O 
derermination of the Pariſian Syncd, where- 


with Ludovicus was ſo well pleaſed. For it 
was for this End; that he ſent the Pope a 
Copy of their-a&ts: And befides, among 
thoſe. privete. inſtructions the gave his mel- 
ſengers, ( Feremy and Jonas) who carricd the 
Letters'and the Book to the Pope, this was 
one, that they ſhould above all things be very 
careful to endeavour, .. to. bring the Pope to that 
moaeration which. was to be obſerved about 1- 


"I mages 


mere ſent in; a Book-toltheir King Ladovicas: 


nrverſalis 


with all the firength 'be had, for the Univerſal meriv mn di- 
citur, fi pro 
Univerſali Ec- 


Ludovicus his meaning was, that the Pope cefix fla wh 


would be perſwaded to act according to the Mromnger 
Luduv. ad 


Rom, Pol 


Summopere ca- 
weatis--ut ad 
Menſuram, que 
in habendis I- 
maginibus te- 
nenda e(f, eum 
deducer evaleas 
tis. Ep. ad. 
Hereme 
Jonam. 


Fide, Ep, Pon- 
tif. Rom. ad 
Michael. oy 
Theophil. 


mages : Viz. «that they 


w 


mages RN ; provided :they 
1d not Worſhip. them, according 
ſenſe of the Syitod. + rencliems 
Beſides thele Letters from Ludovicus him- 
ſelf, another was.ſent rorthe Pope, not otily 
from all the Bz/bops, but from the whok 
State of the French Empire, in the Name of 
the whole Charch - throughout France, and all- 
other Provinces that were in Subjettion to Lu- 
_ p And :thar: _ Letter alſo was to 
the very ſame purpole, any man ma 7 calily 
diſcern, by the account whach the Poe rod 
ſelf afterwards gave of "it 'in his Epiſtle” to 
Michael and Theephilus,the Greek Emperours. 
The ſenſe of the Gallican Church. was: that-the 
diferfſiens at Conltantinople were abut /a 
matter, without which the Chtch' might be ja- 
ved by Faith» Hope, aud" Charity---That it 


could be no prejudice to Faith, Hope, andCha- 


rity, though there were not an Image in the 


whole Warld <+That without donbt it might be 


proved, that it had been better-there' had 'ne- 
wer been ſuch a thing as an Image, ſeeing the 
Univerſal Chirch might» be fafe 'withdnr it- -- 


That all alorg\ it had, een the'cuftome of their: 


Ebuxch to leave men to their Liberty) whether 
they 


who would have 1- 


(51). 

they wonld have Images or no-««That tho i; 
fome places, efperiatly in the Charches and Pa- 
laces of Princes, there wete' Images; yet they 
were n0t for Worſhip» but'for memory and Orna- 
ment ſake only---That all people ought to be in- 


ftrufled and taught , as not with deteftation to 


deſpiſe Images, or with" contumelies to deftr6y 
them; ſo not to beſtow upon them any unlawful 


* worſhip by expreſſions of affeftion,or by any ſort 


of Prayers; or by Kiffings and Salutations. 
This is the fam of the Gallican Churches 
ſenſe then (agreeable to what had been de- 


termined at the Council of Frankford before) 

in order to the Union and Peace © of Chri- 

ſtendome, which-they admoniſht the Pope to 
© be very careful of- 


I ſuppoſe you may expect to know, what 


Succeſs all thoſe applications to the Pope 
had 2 Why, truly, as far as we can find by 
the Popes Lerrer to the Greek Emperours, 
he was ſatisfied with the modeſty and fairneſs 
of the propoſals, and adviſed the Emperours 
to provide for the peace of the Churches 
under their Government , by going in this 
middle way. For as he reprehended Leo Iſau- 


rus for deſtroying and breaking all Images, ſo 
he moſt ſeverely condemned Irene for ifluing 
H 2 out 


(52). 
out that Edift, that whoſoever would not Wor 
ſhip Images, (hould be ſent into Baniſhment. 

Indeed the Writers of the Roman Church 
do not care to be told of this Letter, but 
would fain make us belieye 'tis a fifitiozs 
thing, forged by ſome Heretick. Bur T 
muſt confeſs, the arguments I have yet ſeen 
on their ſide are by no means ſatisfactory to 
me. The ftrongeft of them ſeems to be this, 
that it 1s not probable, this Pope Exgenizs, 
(for that was his Name) would contradit 
the decreesof his Predecefior Adrian, who had 
ſtirred up Irene to eftabliſh Image-worſhip. 
This (fay they) he could not do, without 
being guilty of the extremeſt folly and 
madneſs ; and therefore the thing 1s nor cre- 
dible: But theſe men know very well. that 
this is no New thing, for one Pope to Reſcind 
the acts of another ; it hath been often done 
with a-great deal of bitterneſs and fury; and 
we are ready to give them diyers inſtances 
of it, if they will but be pleasd to endure 
the Story, 

At prefent it ſhall ſuffice to note, that up- 
on this very Subject one Pope did moſt ma- 
nifeſtly contradift his Predeceſſor, For Gre- 
gory the Firſt was utterly againſt Image-Wor- 
ſip; 


'$ > 


ſhip; and Gregory the Second was vehement- 


ly for it. Read but the Epiſtles of thoſe 
two Popes, and you will find them ſo con- 
tradiftory the oneto the other» that you will 
wonder, that any men who haye read Books, 
ſhould ever think of the Popes Infallibility, 
when they can reconcile thoſe Epiftles with 
themſelves, and then reconcile Both with the 
Popes Infallibility, IT will believe that the 
Eaſt and Welt Indies are by a ſtrange Farth- 
quake removed, and both of them met at 
Rome : or (which 1s every whit as good ) [7 
will believe the Doctrine of Tranſubſtanti- 
ation. | | 
;- It is not, I. conceive» neceſſary for me 
now, to proſecute this Hiſtory further, be- 
cauſe my preſent buſineſs is not to ſhew by 
what ſteps the cuſtome of Worlhipping 1- 
mages gained ground in Latter Ages, but 
to ſatisfhe you» that the firſt Beginnings and 
growth of it in former Ages was an Innovati- 
oz. Nor can I imagine it poſſible for any 
thing to' be clearer than this 1s from what 


1 have hitherto noted, firſt concerning that 


Old long Controverſic between Chriſtians 
and Pagans, which the Primitive Church 


maintaind upon ſuch Grounds, and with 
| ſuch 
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ſuch Arguments as #e do Ours, . againſt all 
Image-Worhip whatſoever : Secondly» con- 
cerning that after-Contoverſic between 
Chriſtians themſelves, when ſome Innovators 
introduced that cuſtome into the Church , 
but were all along for above 200. years to- 
gether ſtrenuouſly oppoſed by che Catho- 
bck Church (excepting a ſmall party in I1tu- 
ly, after the time of Gregory the Firſt, (who 
opposd it as well as others) and excepting 
a few Superſtitions and Ignorant Greeks 7 ) 
witneſs, not only ſeveral particular Ortho- 
dox Fathers, but. feveral Orthodox Synods, 
which made it their ſet byſineſs to enquire 
into the Innovation, and condemn'd it ; one 
at Conſtantinople, anno 728.. another there- 
£20, anno 754.4 third in England, anno 792. 
a fourth at Frankford anno, 794. a fifth at 
Conſtantinople again» anno 814. a lixth there 
too; about 824. and a ſeventh at Paris an- 
0 825. to which time if you compute th 
years from Gregory the Great ( who with 
Serenus Biſhop of Marſeilles, gave a blow to 
the Innovation wile it was yct young) you 
will find them to be avove 200. | 
3. Let us now 1n the laſt place conſider, 
what the Author of the Nubes Teſtizm tells 
us 


us concerning this matter. And. to begin 
wh his\Hi/tory of the Iconcclafts, p. 151. The 
Fews (faith:he) Marcionites, Manichees , and 
Theopaſchits, had always ſhewd themſelves 
profeſt Enemies of Holy Images. Be it fo, will 
it follow hence thar the Catholick Chriſti- 
ans were not Enemnes to? He might as well. 
have ſaid, that becaufe the. Turks hate 1- 
mage-Worlhip, therefore the Church of En- 
_ glaud, and other Reformed Churches do not. 
This is a {ally artifice, to endeavour. to ju- 
ſtific an Evil practice by ſuggeſting , that 
ſuch and ſuch a fort of peaple' were againſt 
it.; Juſt thus'Ceffzs. argued 1n defence of 
thetr Image: Worſhip, that Chriſtians and Scy- 
thians, and the Nomades, and Perſians ,. and 
other Nations wculd not endure it. Very good! 
che more the Nations were that” condemn'd 
the Practice, ' the better and ſtronger was 
their Caxſe, and the more fingular were they 
| who ſtood fort. Origen deſpiſed. this. ſort 
of reaſoning, and ſhew'd the different grounds. 
other people went upon,” from thoſe which 
Chriſtians had againit Image-Worſhip, and 
che like Apology we Proteſtants are ready: 
ro make for our ſelves, when this worthy: 
Author ſhall think ic worth: his whule to pro- 
voke us to it; Buz 


['s 
But is not this Learned Gentleman ſome- 
what miſtaken ? ' For St.' Azſtin tells. us of 
; ſome of the Manichees, that they were friends 
Vt ev rider £0 Jrmages; and thereaſon he gives of it» 1s 
(adamanas) this, that thereby that wretched and made Set. 
favere Je St- E > c "RO Ti 
| mulacivie.Qud might curry favour with the Pagans. Thus I 
wi. Will boldly fay (and our Author cannot bur” 
3 4 peru know it) thar the Firft Images we read of 
Pagenoremnm* 111, any Authentick Charch Writer, wereuſed 


lient benevolen= 


tian. 8. Aug. by the moſt monſtrous Hereticks z and that 
rm Maicke- partly for the reaſon 1n'St. Auſtin, that they 
T might ſave their flake by complying with the 
Heathens. For they were the politick Trim- 

mers of thoſe times, that would deny.Chriſt 

himſelf, and” do any thing in the World, F 

and among other things would Worſhip I- 

mages too, for fear of Perſecution. St. 

Azſtin tells us (and *tis acknowledg'd) that 

De Hereſ. 1. 1. $77707 Magus gave his uwn Pifture , and the 
Pifture of bis Miſtreſs Helena , to his' Diſci- 
ples, that they might Worſhip them. | Euſebius 

mn. Beg OEl1s us that Simon Magus his' Diſciples) obſer- 
fb. 2. 6.13 wed his commands, proſtrating themſelves be- 
fore His, and his Madonna's Pictures, and 

not fearing'to Worſhip them'' with Incenſe 

Fren. advert #24 Sacrifices, 'and oblations. 'Trenausſpeak- 
Here. 1.024 1Ng Of that long : and: numerous Sect , the 
Gnoſhcks; 


Gnoſticks, faith, that they had Images, ſome 
painted, and ſome made of other matter, which, 
they ſaid, were the Images of Chriſt, accordin 

to a Piflure which Pilate, forſooth, had was 
of him; and that the Gnofticks did ſet Trowns. 
upon. thoſe Images, placing them among the Pi- 
Aures of Pythagoras, Plato, Ariſtotle, and 
other Philoſophers, and paying the like reſpet 
to them, which the Pagans did uſe to do on ſuch 
cccaſions. But not to trouble you with ma- 
ny . quotations, the thing is confeſt by that 
hot pated Commentator on that place in 7- 
reneus, he tells the ſame ſtories out of Ax- 
flin, Theodoret» and Epiphanius, as you may 
ſce by conſulcing him at your leiſure. Now 
after all this, I deſire the Author of the Nz- 
bes Teflium to ſhew, who, but theſe Hereticks, 
brought in the uſe and worſhip of Images 

firt,n the beginning of Chriſtianity ;and it he 
can find any ocher» to tell us, who they were, 

what Age they lived in, and what good Az- 
thorities he truſts to + But I with him before 

hand not to lay any ſtrefs upon that ſtory 

of the Image at Ce/aria Philipp?, for reaſons: 
which poſhibly he may underitand. 

Next our Author tells us an Old thred- 

bare ſtory of a Jew, and a Captain of the 
| Jews 


Ffews, by name Sarantapechys , that in the 
year 723 perſwaded: Jezidus the Caleph of the 
Arabians to throw down all the Images of Chriſt, 
and his Saints in all the Churches of Chriftians 
withiFhis Dominions. Now 'tis not a far- 
thing matter, whether this ſtory. be true, or 
falſe; but for ſome -irth ſake, let us look 
mto it a little, You nwſt underſtand, that 
this ſtory was told firſt of all at the Wor- 
fhipful' Second Council of. Nice » by one Fo- 
annes, a goodly Presbyter, whom at preſent. 
for your better memory-ſake we will call, 
Presbyter Fohn. This Presbyter John , you. 
muſt know, ſpoke Greek, and. relating this 
admirable tale of that Jew, he call'd him, | 
not Sarantapechys (as our Author and others 
uſually call him) but Tefaracontapechys , 
which in Greek ſignifies, one that is forty Cu- 

bits high. This Jong Name, 1s juſt about fo 

many Letters and Syllables as Tranſubſtanti- 
ation, and 'tis a rare Name for a Few, who- 

ever was his.Godfather ; But 'twas pitty they 

did not make this #zaſty. fellow one of the 

Sons of 4rak, another Goliah of the race of 

the Philiſtins. - One of the Giants at Guild- 

ball is an Aſs to him : But however he was 

the fitter'to pull down Images. For fo Pres: 

bycer 


C39) | 


byter John related the matter (and that oe - 


of a written thing too, which :he had wiſely 
contrived, for ftcar of Tripping 1n his Nazra- 
tive) that this man with a long Name; good- 
man Tefſaracontapechys was a'Great man with 


King Jezid, a Counſeller ; and that he pre- 


vailed with him to deſtroy Images, promiſing 
bim, that upon ſo doing he ſhould have a long 
Reign of thirty years. It ſeems he was'ia For- 
tuneteller too, and *us a wonder they did 
not make him a Gyplie; but perhaps Pres- 
byter Fohn conſider'd, that the Egyptians did 
uſe to-be ford of Images. | $63RINL 
W hat grounds the Presbyter had for this 
Story, no body knows, and yet ſome fabu- 
lous Greek Writers tell the ſtory after him, 
and all .upon his bare credit. But 'tis fo Ab- 
fard and Inconfiftent! with it ſelf, that "tis a 
ſign of a moſt miſerable cauſe, and no ſmall 
affront to our underſtandings, that our Au- 
thor offers:ſ\uch a fi/ly Fable ro our belief. 
'Twas a Jew of 7iberias , laith Presbyter 
John: 'Twas a Jew of Laodicea, ſaith Theo- 
phanes. Twas One Jew, faith he: They were 


Conc. Nic. 2; 
Adis. g. 


Vide Synod. Nas 
colian, in De- 


ſeveral Jews, ſay others. This Jew was kilf 4 0 impria 
by Jezids Succeffor, ſauh the Presbyter, No, 
faith Zonarus, he fl:d away to Iſauria, and 
| : 1 2 ſpa k 
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- fpake to Leo to the ſame purpoſe , promijing 


Greg Ep, ad 
Leon, ut ſudra. 


perour Leo to do the fame thing: in Greece. 


him the Empire upon the ſame conditson, 


This was when Les was a Touth, and a: Pri- 
2ate man, ſaith» Cedrenus : No, faith, Theo- 
phanes, i was. 'in ſuch a year of Leo's Em- 
pire. It was in the Seventh year of his 
Reign, faith Cedrenus: that the Jews charged 
him with his promiſe of - breaking Images : 
No, -ſaith Zoraras, it was in the Ninth year. 
It was in the Ninth year that Leo began the 
work, faith Cedrenus , no, ſaith Zonaras, 1t 
was in the Tenth year; No, no, ſaith Pope 
Gregory, It was not then neither; for Leo 
walked. aright, ſatth he, for Ten years, and 
made no mention. of Images. 
Much good may this:fine ſtory do thoſe 
that can believe any:Legends.' But the truth 
15, though they would throw 1t upon the 
Jews, . yet Leo the: Emperour was: put upon 
it. by Chriſtfan - Biſhops. The Biſhop of. Na- 
colia-was charged with. it by. all :: Nor 1s. it 
likely. that he: would act ſolely upon: his own 


judgement ;: no, ethers concurr d with Him 


(as Presbyter John confeit,); their' examples 
was followed by the: Arabian:Chriftians; and 
at laſt Conflantine-of. Nacolia moved- the Em- 


This. 


(61) 
This: I take to be the Truth of the' matter; 
upon the ſtricteſt enquiry I have made, tho* 
ſhould we allow the Subſtance of the ſtory , 
| that the Jews were. the occaſion of remo- 
ving: Images, I do not fee what b/emiſh this 
can be to the thing. ; becauſe it was Honou- 
rable both for the: Jews to 1nfiſt upon the 
Law of. God,” and  for-the Bi/bops alſoi to 
take away a Scandal:that was ifo prejudicial 
to Chriſtianity : The. only pitty 'was, if the 
Jews were before hand Nx the Chriſtians 
1n that point. { CART G SED) NG c1l >»; 
Our Author goes-on-to telb-as, that there 
were ſeveral Synods held, eſpecially at Rome; 
62 behalf of Images. | Now this 18 trifling , 
for, he: pleads. that as'a defence, 2which:we 
we ſay-was. a Crime. iz. that: ſome Heads 
Popes and their-Factions were . ſmgular and 
obtinate in upholding an Innovation. And 
yet | muſt tejl our Author, .ahar if heam- 
partially;, confiders. the.State of the Contro- 
verſie in thoſe times; -he-will-find' theſe: three 
things. 1. That even |the Roman Biſhops 
and, Synods were, generally: for Images. for 
Hiſtorical purpoſes, and; tor the-ſake»ot thoſe 
Inſtructions, pyhich, they conceivid {people 
might receive by them. 2. That their De- 
LD Crees: 
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crecs. were agandt the uſing! of Trmages cor 
tumelioufly, as the Tconoclaſts did, burning; 
| breaking, and daſhing -of them in pieces ; 
which 1s nothing to-the-potar wich 4s now | 
m Controverſic between Us and-the Papiſts. 
3. that the. iCultus or Worſhip which they 
ſpake of, and ſtood for, was declared to be 
ſuch.an Honoarary reſpef to:lmages» as the 
picty :of Chriſtians thought fit 'to ſhew to 
the Holy Bible, which does not come-up to 
the point neither. - We delire- him to 1n- 
ſtance in any one Synod in thoſe times, 
whethcr at Rvmze or clſewhere,ithat Rood ſor 
that abominable ſort of Image Worſhip 
which was: brought into the Church of Rome 
in.after iAges.7. the very Second Council-of 
Nice will atterly fail-him-as to thats, and till 
he can'do this"'ris como /putpole for him to 
plead, nonot /ate Antiquity: in defence -of 
thaſe practices. . ic. 0 5 - 

--But whar he ſaith ob!theConnci] at Frank. 
ford, that the!Pachers miſtook the meaning of 
the-Nicene Synod,is ſucha groſs and palpable 
falſchood,, 'as: rtone- but! a 'man-of a very 
ſtrong forchcad would have -publiſhe- ro'the 
World ar:this rime of day; with the* ſame 
Confidence he night have ſaid, as Laurentius 


Saris 
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Surins and" others formerly did; 'that' a tz 


Council of Frankford: nothing was done againſt 
the Nicene Syned'; but-on the contrary, that 
the Acts of that Synod were confirm'd there: 
A pretence which many Learned Romaniſts 
of late have been utterly aſham'd of z nay. 
our Author himſelf. ſeems to be fo too 2: 


And therefore to faye the matrer he would. 
- make you believe, that the Frankford Coun-- 
al underſtood not the ſenſe of the Nicene, 
but condemn'd it. upon- a_ wiſtake. The. 
ſhort account of the marter is this. Ar the 
Nicene Aftembly, Conflantine of Cyprus pro-- 
feſt, that he received and embraced with Ho-- 
nour, the Holy and venerable Images ; and gave- 


the Worſhip of Latria (that is Divine Wor- 
fhip) 20 the \Trizity only. Thus far our Au- 


thor 1s in the-righe. But it ſeems, in a La-. 
tin Tranſlation of. that Council, which was: 


ſent to. Frankford, the Interpreter wronged. 
Conſtantine, rendring his words: thus, T' re- 
ceive and embrace Holy Images according to 


that Worſhip. (or with that Adoration) which. 
1:give to the Trinity. "Tis granted too, that 


this was a miſtake 1n the Tranſlator. Bur 
then to infer ( as our Author doth ) that 


all the Fathers at. Frankford were miſtaken. 
| upon . 


” I4h-@ 159, 
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zpon the whole, thinking: that Conflantine's 

ſenſe, was the ſenſe of the whole Synod 4 

and fo" to conclude -( as he doth'too) that 

they condemned not the plzin and open de- 

finition of the Council of: Nice, this 1 ſay ts 

Ext Manes, Bret Confidence : Lor thoſe Fathers obſer- 

Imp. lib. 3.cap. ved, that C onflantine ſpake higher than the 

it reſt, and differently from the reſt; therefore 

they could not but. kzow what the meaning 

_ of the reft was. And though they particu- 

| larly condemn'd the Sentence fixt upon Con- 

«Con. Frankf. IIS | 3 

Caz Ffantine, yet they condemn the Decrees of 

the-whole Counci}, whoſe Opinions and Ar- 

ments they had: confiderd and examined 

everally, and one by «re, conſulting them 

all along, although they ſpake in a lower 

ſtrain, and of a Yower fort of- Worſhip than 

Conſtantine was thought to haye done. For 

they lookt upon all Religrous Worſhip of I- 

mages to be unlawful and an Innovation , 
although men did not call it Latria, 

I confeſs this ſhift of our Author 1s not 

& concord. th, parely his own ; fer Petrus de Marca , and 

+61 others have uſed tt before him. - But *tis 

ſtrange he ſhould perſift in ſuch a foul nii- 

ſtake, and think to 1mpoſe a fancy upon 

us, which hath been fo evidently confuted 


98” 


'by .a very Learned Doctor -of our own, 
w.hoſe Books moſt men have in their hands, 
| I-mean Doctour Sti/lingfleet, who in his 
Diſcourſe of the Idolatry prafticed in the | 
Church of Rome, ſhews , that the Council 2. 4 
of Frankford condemn'd that of -Nice, not 
out of miſunderſtanding their Doctrine, as 
*ſome (ſaith he) vainly imagine, becavſe as 
*Yaſquez well proves a Copy of the Nicerne 
* Council was ſent to them by Pope Adriar ; 
© becauſe the Acts of that Council were very 
«* well hzown to the Author of the Book 
* written upon this Subject, under the name 
* of Charles the Great z and becauſe the Popes 
* Legates, Theophylatus and Stephanus were 
* preſent, and might caſily reAifie any miſtake, 
* if they were guilty of it; and none of 
* the Hiſtorians of that time do take notice 
| * of any ſuch Error among theme And a 
© little after he ſaith, whoſoever will read 
* the Caroline Books, or the Synod of Par, 
* or Agobardus ard others abour that time, 
* will find that they condemned all Religi- 
* ozs Worſhip of Images, as Adoration, and 
*contrary to that Honour which 1s due to 
* God alone, and to the Commands which 
* he hath given in Scripture, And there- 
: K forc 
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© fore he extreamly wonders, how any men 
* of common ſenſe, and much more of Lear- 
« ning and judgment» that had read the Books. 
© of Charles the Great againſt the Nicene Sy- 
© nod, could imagine 1t altogether proceed- 
«cd upon a miſtake of the meaning of it, 
«when it ſo diſtinly relates, and punitually 
* anſwers the ſeveral places of Scriptures 
© and Fathers produced by it for the Wor- 
*ſhip of Images: Of which the Learned 
Doctor gives there a very orderly, plain , 
and faithful account ; to which I refer you, 
deſiring 'our Author to conſider it well : 
And then to. give us ſortie further and ber- 
ter reaſons of his bold aflertion, that "tis e-_ 
vident, the Second Council of Nice did nor 
make any. Innovation 1n matter of Faith, in 
point of giving reſpe# to Holy Images. 
You may obſerve how he minceth the mat- 
ter, endeavouring,. like ſome others (but co. 
no purpoſe) to put a: New Face upon Pope- 
ry. He intimates that F7fing of Images, 
bowing to them» kneeling and Praying before 
them» nay Invocating of 'them, all this 1s no-. 
ung toxſooth. but reſpe This is. ſo far 
rom being evident. that 'tis no- Innovati- 
@n,, that I think. you cannot bur. be ſatisfied, 
| that 


ro” 
that the quite "contrary hath beer demon 
ftrated particularly and fully. Butthefemen 
at ſometimes will have many things to be 
evident withour any the' leaſt Reafos when 
at other times they will not allow a thing to 
be evident, though 1t be never fo plain and 
obvious to all mens Senſes. | 
© Let us now examine what he tells ns, fur- 
ther, to- prove, that the making of Holy L 
mages, the efteeming them a help to Chriſtian 
Piety, and Worthy of Reſpef, was found among 
Chriſtians long before the Second Nicene Conn- 
cil,, even in the Primitive times. " 
Thus he is pleas'd'to word it : But he ſhould 
have proved, that the ſetting wp of Images 
in Churches, and the Worſhipping of them 
there, as they are now Worſhiprt in the 
Church of Rome, was practiced in the Pri- * 
mitive times. and that by the Churches 4u- 
thority too; for nothing but 7hzs can clear 
things we diſpute againit from being an In- 
noyation- It has been already ſhewn, that 
there were ſome Images in Ancient times , 
and-that they were formed and uſed partly 
by - Hereticks, and. partly by profelyted Gen- 
tiles, who were full fond of their Old cu- 
| ſtomes; but he muſt go further a greatdeal, 
and ſhew- that people were allowed in the 
K 2 Primitive 
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Primitive times to ſe and venerate- Images 
publickly in Chriſtian, Oratories » as well as 
privately in their own. Houſes ; or elſe all 
that he can.ſay 1s utterly impertinent, and 
ſignifies no more than this. that the man 
has lookt into ſome Church-Writings,. but 
can find nothing. at all to his purpoſe. 

As. for: thoſe Brazen Images our Author 
ſpeaks of firſt, at Ceſaria Philippi, the one of; 
a Woman upon her knees, the other over. 
againſt it of a man holding out. his hand to 

her, (as. Euſebius relates) I ſaid. before, that: 
| he ſhould nor lay. any ſtreſs upon them ;. 
becauſe he 1s beho/ding to us if we grant this 
to haye been the Image of Chriſt, and thar: 
the Image of the Woman. who had. been: 
healed of. her. iſſue of Blood. For all thar: 
. Euſebizs faith, 1s, | that the people -of that, 
place reported. it was ſo; they had gotten: 
{uch a ſtory. by. the End, as ſome have: 
here, that the Stone on which Jacob lay d his 
head, is at Weſtminſter-Abby. Erſebins 
indeed ſaw two ſuch Images at Ceſaria; bur: 
what they meant he covld not -tell ; that he: 
had upon report and Hear ſay. Nor is it ve- 
ry likely, that a Woman who had ſpent: alt. 
that ſhe had among Phyſitians, ſhould be at: 
the charge of two. Statucs of Braſs; or that: 
they 


they ſhould colin there all the times © of | 
Perſecution, "if they had been' ſuch. And 
therefore a Learned Writer I pointed to be- 


fore, very problably conjectures, that the' Defence of the« 
| . 0 . Charge of [do- 
one was the Image .of the City Cefaria a' tary; por. 2: 


ſupplicating to the Emperour, and the other '** 53 


was the repreſentation of the Emperour 
holding out his hand to her: You may be-- 
lieve 1t was fo, if you conſider his Reafons;- 
and then our Author-. will have no- more* 
reaſon to affirm, they were the Images of 
Chrift and that Foman: then he has to ſay, 
that the Form of a Woman on ſome: of our: 
Medals repreſenting Britannia, ora Womans: 
Head" repreſenting the Univerſity with this: 
Motto, Alma Mater, 1s. the Picture of-ſome: 
Saint. - Kar NSN LN 

Epiphanius:the Deacon: made- a blind uſe 
of. this-ſtory at the Nicene Council ; but the 


| . < Caroli Magn. 
Fathers at Frankford ſuſpefed the credit: of ner. 1s. 4. 
itt But yet admitting. it; no man can argue * '* 


hence for the Worſhip of Images; as thoſe 
Fathers rightly obſerved, whoſe judgment I 
ſhall give you as a full anſwer to this thing: 
If- (faid they) that weak, Ignorant Woman ere- 
ed our Saviours Image, will any man that 
hath receiv'd the gift of Faith, and believes- 
* Chriſt to. be every where, be ſo ſenſeleſs, as+10- 
ſet i 


fet up his Image and Worſhip #t'? If. ſhe did 
that before the World was free from Tdolatry, 
and in complyance withi an Heathen ' cuſtome 

mill any mar do the like; 'who' is'of a found 
_ 'mind; ax believes the Lord to be not in things 
. indde with hands, but in Heaven ;' '6r rather 
every where 2: Or if ſhe did after a Superſtitious 
maziner expreſs a zeal, but not according to 
Knowledge , will any Catholick,. that is flrong 
in the Faith - follow her Example, and do the 
like Afions 5 More to the ſame purpoſe 
they fay concerning the Statue 'at Caſaria: 
And as to the Medicinal Herb: which. _ 
tended: to have grown ar the -feer' of 1t 


they ſay, that if there was any ſuch thing,-t - 


was not- that. men_ ſhould Worſhip. Plants 


or Images, but to take mens minds off from the” 


Vanities: of Idols, -and' turn them-to the true 
Faith, becauſe ſigns are not for ſuch as believe, 
dut for unbelievers. | 

The moſt -confiderable:thing -our' Author 
ſeems to have:obſery'd, 1s out'of' Tertullians 
Book, de pudicitia, that in his tume the Pi- 
Eture of a Shepheard with a Sheep on his 
ſboulder was engraven on-thei'Chalices of Ca- 
tholicks. . - But,/erra/lzandothnorclearly tell 
us, whether this Garniture was on their Com- 
runign-Chalizes, or on:their ordinary. drinking 

: Cups. 


as # 


Cups. And: though you mhake the off of -it;; 

you cannot conclude that this was the Chir 
ches act no-morethan you can conclude, thatth& 
hace. putting of Pitubes into fome' af” our '£ 0M- 
mon-Prayer Books was done by the ditettions 
of Authority : Much [fs is it poſſible to infer 
hence, that Chriſtians in Terrallians days did 
Worſbip Images. | For ' as there is 4 great deal 
of difference lberween at Emblem ahd'an Image; 
fo 1s there. too between Ornament and Adora- 
ziow: Though Chriſtians then thought it law- 
ful for them to- hyve on their Chalices, . for 07- 
nament-ſake, a Figare that alladed to.onECof onr 
Saviours Parables,- yet no rhan of ſenſe can: 
argue. from 1t, that they- thought it lawful to 
Worfhip. any” vultble refreſentabhoiis , or that 
they: aftually' z# fo: ' You may. as well fay, 
that We'our felves are Worlhippers of Images;. 
becauſe we hive in- our Chinthes the” figures: 
ob a. Lion-and--an' Unicorn 11 the HKings- Arms ,. 
and in ſome places too the repreſentation of 
Rayes, wiuch-is commonly call'd the Glory, on: 
our Communion: Plate. | WES} 

; Theke rwo impertinent'jnſtances, of the Sra- 
meat Cefaria, and the figure of a: Shepheard on. 
Chalices, I have particularly ſpoken to, becauſe: 
E obſerve they are the ozly inſtances our Au- 
thor hath mention'd,. or I belieye"can find: in; 
any 


Panſtrat, To» 
2.1. 8. c. 7 
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rity, for almoſt che 'firſt 20d! 
years ; and yet faith he very boldly, the making 
of Holy Images , the -efleeming them a help to 
Chriſtian Piety, and worthy of \reſpef}, was even . 
in- the Primitive times. | | | 

Gregory Nyſen, who flouriſht-about-arno 380. 
is the firff Author he quotes zext concerning I- 
mages, or Pictures: And-all that he -rells us 1s, 
that he ſaw ſomewhere the Piflure of Abraham. 
offering up his Son; and this too was it ſeems 
in the-ftreets, (for ſaid he) I could not paſs by it 
without weeping. . As for. his. pretended Oration 


Y . 


- upon St. Theodore, the Authority of it 1s juſtly 


queſtionable; and the Learned Chamier has gi- 
ven ſubſtantial reaſons which prove it is not 
Genuine, However 1t mentions only an Hiſtort- 
cal deſcription of I, heodorets Mattyrdomie, On a 
wall of the place, where the Martyr was bu- 
ricd:. A thing which our Author knows, that 
Proteſtants do not find fault with, but is:alto-- 
gcther . beſides the Controvertic. -, | 
 Whathe proves out of St. Ambroſe (Gregory 
Nyſens contemporary) is that he had ſomewhere 
or other ſeen. the Piflare of St. Paul, And no 
more can be gather'd from his allegations our. 
of St. Auſtin, bur that there were in many pla- 
ces the Pictures of - Peter and Paul ; as there 
was of Abraham Sacrificing {aac, and of St. Ste- 


phen 
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corfidey' 4," what! SE Aurr (ai 
ter in the" very place 'v he foes of Prey 
4d" Pauls Pictures, thar ihvy defer 
Cefn,” ho Took? for rift abi his pots, tnpt in Sic omin cn. 
obs Holy Books, BtoNahtied Wallet 0 Oe 
We he _ out of St. Ferome armounts nh Suits 
pr hm this; that the Umages of the Apoſtles were rouerinnn 
1t6"Bb on) Cups , air Santomaria, out of atoms. 
which ſach-goo/ fellows as Cantbelits' ( who S. AGES 
Ferome there ſpeaks'of ) were wont to tipple. 7 
And what is this tothe: Proſe x ? Or what Ho- 
non was this: to! the PRs Po though rhe 
Travflator of Te Nubes I: rt 1ttto- Engliſh i 1s 
pleaſed toy , that He (thtaning plainly St. 
Jerome) proves there, that this 'was done out 6f ve- 
neration and Love th the Apoſtles: Ter St. Ferome 
faith not oe 6r# abonitit; He rakes this occa- 
fion to deride C anthelins, and that'is all, as you 
may <aftly. ſee\by rurning' to St; Feromes Com- 
ment on rhe 4th. of Jonah. Indeed the Wri- 
ter” of 'the' Lati#f Column” in the Nubes Teftium 
faith, that 74s: Cxfontt (of pichiring-the bo: 
Ales/ on Cups) having fprang from the veneration 
and Love men . 1 Air Ina Apo Hes, ſhews that 
E Priftians value Images. This? was' His 
ſenſe 


hy | 
ſeaſe, but not. St.) Zerome's 3 andihenee, Tpaxceive 
that the Author,of the Auhts, Teftiumys oigjand 
the, Tranſlator; wrothergdonar bodyichar andere 
ſtood not cithe f6 Fare ap lisppr. Bucher) 
. I,grant our Author chat St. | Chryſoſtome us his 
Pancgyrick, upon Me/otins (wha: had been, fo. 
well: beloyed ar. Anzigch), cpoknonoe,. thatmany, 
people there had\thei Rifuze 2f-hinm, on thein Rings, 
Cups, Glaſſes: ,and pals of their Chambers. But 


- #4 w# « + 
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this. no more. provcs.the\paint,, .jthat; the Qld, 
Chriſtians were Worſbippers,of any lmageathan. 
1t, proves that.you are fe, becauſe. yon haye. the, 
""PKtures of ſeyeral Biſhops, and other Divizes of 
the:Church of England, in your Hoaſe,.. Lord / 
that men. ould crouble, and: chargethe world. 
with ſuch ſtuftas.chisb, which is fo tax from pro- 
ving the Antiquity 'of, ſmage-Worſhip;, that. 
tho” our. Author hath, been abundantly inquiſt- 
tive,. yet, by, the help, of . all the Fathers be: bath. 
cited for the firſt 400.;zears, he cannot make jt 
appear, no, nor as a thing Probable;rhat Images 
were in all that time ſo much as:ſet «pin Chur- 
ches., ls boon Gantt 10 04h of13 10 2026078 

Thenexc Authorities. hequates, 1 ſhall ſpeak 
ro0 briefly. as they. th tagetner 1n ,an-beap. For 


S e 


tho' they ſhew that Pictures ar. Jaſt began to. be, 

ſed in Churches, yer withal ey thew the (\p 

veltyof the; practice, becauſe, they, ſhew. thetiwe 
: D ] When 


[<> 


when it began, viz, after the firſt-q00-yearg or: 
thereabouts ; {ſo that his cauſe is condemn'd by the: - 


very Writers he appeafs to... And yet it 44ob+1 i." 


{cryable our of thoſe Writers, from A4/terius:;;. 
who was about the'year 400. . to Gregory the: 
Great, who was Biſhop of Rome about anno 600. 
that in all thatiintermediate-time of 200, years, 
the, Pictures of Saints were uſed for - Hiftorical 
purpoſes 02/y; it was not yer come to Image- 
Worſbip, *as I have already proved out of Gre- 
gory,.; And. further now 'I ſhall not go, becaulſe' 
here you fall into the Hiſtorical account T have" 
given, of the Riſe and Progreſs of Image-Wor- 
ſhip,; and the great oppoſition it mer with a- 
mong Catholick Fathers and Synods, which is: 
a faficient and full. anſwer to allthe. remaining 
Authorities in the Nabes Teſtizm, ſince. Gregory's 
time. - - | 

-Our Author hath jumbled together a great. 
many Collections about the Croſs : But the 4r- 
cienteſt, nay the only Writer he produceth with-. 
in the firſt 300: years, is: Tertullian,, who was 
about the- year 199. . He tells us indeed that: 
they uſed the; ſign; of the: Croſs ; but;that.is alle - 
Only they. uſed it. oftner than we do, for fome 
ſpecial realons they had in thoſe times of - Hea- 
theniſm. - 4s for material croſſes made iof Wood 
arany other Subſtance, Chriſtans uſed =_ => 
ene 0 tnoIle 


* 


Cruces etiam 


nec colimus,nec 
optamus,Oltar. 
in Min, Fzlice 


pee. 33: Edit. oro 220)  pofitively | and exprefsly tells iis; 


thoſe Ages ; much _lefs did chey uſe Crurifxes 3 


ſign of the Crols in the Skie, and that afterwards | 


(6) 


much 16s did chey' Worſhip! any. ' Tor OBavins 
the-Chriftian in Minutins Felix (who was about 


that they neither Worſhipped Croſſes , nor defired 
to have any. | | 

All that he obferves out of Eufebias;relates only 
to the figs of the Croſs , that Conſtantine ſaw the 


he had the ſign of the Croſs 1n hs Military 
Bazners as We have in Ours. Nor doth Socrates 
or St. Cyril of Jeruſalem ſpeak of any thing elfe 
but the ſign of the Croſs; nor doth 7heodorer fay 
any more but that Zuliar, ſigned himſelf with 
the fign of the Croſs. So that tho' our Author 
hath ranſackt every corner, yet he has not hi- 
therto produced ary one word out of theſe Fa- 
thers which proves, that Croſſes were either Wor- 
ſhipt, or ſo much as «ſed tor near the firſt 490, 
years. And though it appears, that afterwards 
Crofles were ſet up iti ſome Churches, as-Ima- 
ges Were, yet it was not that they ſhould be 
Worſbipr, but enher-for Ornament ſake; - OF be-: 
cauſe they did pat people in mind of- the Paſſion, 
and were the occaſion of many good theughts, 'as is 
evident out of many” Authorities which thiswan |; 
cites.. If 1h;proceſs. of time Creſſes-were impto-\ | 
ved into Crucifixes and Adoration was (givers tO 
eee | them 
* 


s 
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 Nationofthe Collections our Author hath mate 


| 


9 7 hit, 


D 
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hem; 'it is" 2) thing | we: complerec of, as 
Wicked 'and a New, pratticer' And theicfore 
ſhall not trouble you wich a- particulat Exami- 


out of Writersthat lived in «boſe Apes whenthie 
Parity of Religion was. qauch corrupted nor 
needed he indeed to have made ſuch a Jon 
Jearch : For if you conſider the times thoſe Wri- 
ters lived in, you muſt be fatisfied, that the evi- 
dence which our Author fetcheth our of chem 
makes clearly for Vs, becauſe they ſhew thar 
the thing we diſpute againſt was a plain Innoua- 
ror. And: yet 1 muſt tell you, that: even in 


choſe: corrupt times the practice was nothalf ſo 


; 
an” 
. 


bad as it hath been in lartes Ages. For thougl 
people prevaricated fo far from the Primitive 
lamplicicy, that they 4;fed Crofles and Images, 
yer'rhcy” fid nbr make. for 

Wes did not ſpeak to 


wmal Prayers to them 
the- Crofs as to Chriſt 


- 


_— 


count of the Contrqverſic about the Sacrament 


(a 
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